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THE NEGRO ABRAHAM *
b y KENNETH WI G G I N S P ORTER

One of the most remarkable personalities produced by the African race in this country before
general emancipation was an illiterate runaway
slave who spent almost all his mature life among
Seminole Indians. This judgment is, perhaps,
either too cautious to be meaningful or too bold to
be convincing, according to the direction from which
one chooses to approach it. “One of the most remarkable?’’ Yes, perhaps ; but one out of how
many? Half a dozen? A dozen? Or perhaps a
hundred? If one of the smaller numbers is selected,
the question arises: Where does this “remarkable
personality” rank with such a writer as Phyllis
Wheatley? such a scientist as Benjamin Banneker?
such a minister and theologian as Lemuel Haynes?
such insurrectionists as Gabriel, Denmark Vesey,
and Nat Turner? such propagandists, orators, and
abolitionists as David Walker, William Wells
Brown, Samuel Ringgold Ward, Jermain W.
Loguen, Lewis Hayden, not to mention Frederick
Douglass? Obviously this illiterate runaway slave
could have played no significant part in the same
arena with any of these, save, perhaps, the insur* A brief article by the author, entitled “Abraham,” appeared in

Phylon, ii (second quarter, 1941), pp. 107-116. It was based

entirely on printed sources, which, however, included government
documents, contemporary accounts, and compilations of newspaper extracts. During the four years elapsing since this preliminary study, I have utilized the manuscript material in the
Indian Office and War Department records, used newspaper material more extensively, and done field-work in the region of
Abraham’s later residence. I have also been furnished by the
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida,
with material from the archives of Hillsborough Co., Fla., and
from Gen. Jesup’s private papers. This new material justifies
this much fuller account. It is proper at this time and place,
however, to acknowledge the hospitality to this subject, in an
earlier form, extended by Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, then editor
of Phylon.
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rectionists; but none of these, on the other hand,
could claim to have been so directly and importantly influential in first bringing about and, ultimately,
terminating a serious, protracted, and expensive
war. It could, I think, be said, at any rate, that our
subject received at one important period in his life
more general and, at the same time, more generally
respectful attention, South and North, than any of
the others mentioned for comparison, for though he
was greatly admired by some and strongly disliked
by others, his great ability and influence were recognized by all.
Abraham, or Abram, was of middle age when,
in the early years of the Seminole War, he first
became a figure of national importance, having
been born, probably, between 1787 and 1791. 1 Our
knowledge of his ancestry, entirely, and of his early
life, almost as much so, is derived from inference.
He was a full-blooded Negro, 2 who in his youth,
had been a slave in Pensacola to Dr. Sierra ;3 but
who, despite his residence on Spanish soil and his
servitude to a gentleman of Spanish surname, seems
to have been himself “English raised,” or the son
1. An official statement (American State Papers, Military Affairs, vii, 851) issued in 1837 gives his age as 50; a Charleston
volunteer (Cohen, M. M., Notice of Florida, Charleston, 1836,
p. 239) who had never set eyes on Abraham himself but undoubtedly had talked to those who did know him, estimated
his age early in the previous year as 45.
2. Cohen, loc. cit.; Coe, Charles H., Red patriots, Cincinnati,
1898, pp. 45, 46, quoting a letter from Capt. John C. Casey,
Ft. Brooke, Fla., Feb. 25, 1837, to his brother.
3. McCall, Maj. Gen. George A., Letters from the frontiers, Philadelphia, 1868, p. 302, Cohen, 239; Foreman, Grant, Indian
removal, Norman, Okla., 1932, p. 377 n. 17, quoting a letter
from Maj. Ethan Allen Hitchcock, Tampa Bay, Fla., Oct. 22,
1840, to Samuel Hitchcock, St. Louis. Casey, on the contrary,
says that he had “been all his life among the Indians” (Coe,
45-46), and Joshua R. Giddings (The exiles of Florida, Columbus, 1858, p. 83) says he was born among the Indians to
parents who were fugitives from Georgia; the latter, however,
frequently draws on his imagination, and McCall knew Abraham earlier, and probably more intimately, than Casey.
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of parents who were, since there is no evidence that
he was ever acquainted with Spanish, or with any
language except English and the Muskhogean
tongue of the Seminole.
Since he was a city Negro, the presumption is
that he was a domestic servant of some sort, and
this probability is strengthened by the characteristics universally ascribed to him not merely of intelligence, but also of fluency, courtesy, and even
courtliness. "He always smiles, and his words
flow like oil. His conversation is soft and low, but
very distinct, with a most genteel emphasis,” commented a careful observer, 4 while another officer,
well acquainted with him, referred to “his gentle,
insinuating manner," 5 and still another, speaking
from hearsay, probably meant the same when he
called him “plausible, pliant and deceitful” and
spoke of his “exterior of profound meekness.” His
carriage was also in conformity with an earlier
role as butler or valet, and it is remarkable that
observers independently found something decidedl y “French” in his manner. “He walks like a
courtier of the reign of Louis XVI,” was one comment, 7 while another officer described his “slight
inclination forward like a Frenchman of the old
school." 8 It is obvious, at least, that here was no
heavy-footed field-hand or thick-tongued stevedore,
but a Negro who was possessed of manner and
“manners.”
Abraham’s manner was apparently more distinguished than his physique and, perhaps for that
reason, the latter was variously and even somewhat
contradictorily described. “Abraham is a non4. Coe, 45-46.
5. McCall, 302.
6. Cohen, 239.
7. Niles' register, lii (Mar. 25, 1837), 49.
8. Coe, 45-46.
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committal man,” wrote one officer, “with a countenance which none can read, a person erect and active
and in stature over six feet." 9 Another wrote that
“his figure is large, his face broad and square,
having the thick lips of a full-blooded negro." 10
Still another, however, found him to be “of ordinary
stature, rather thin, with a slight inclination forward. . . . His countenance is one of great cunning
and penetration ;" 11 perhaps it was this characteristic courteous stoop which made his height sometimes appear only ordinary. His physiognomy also
impressed observers somewhat variously. “He had
a remarkably high and broad forehead; but an awful
cast in his right eye, which gave to his gentle, insinuating manner a very sinister effect,” commented
one officer. 12 Another, more briefly but to the
same purpose : “Abraham is an intelligent negro,
cross-eyed, with a bad countenance." 13 Still another, more favorably though less vividly: “Abraham’s countenance combines a vast degree of cunning and shrewdness, and he is altogether a remarkable looking negro." 14 An alleged portrait,
frequently reproduced, represents him as a rather
fine-looking Negro with a slight mustache and the
characteristic inclination of his head, wearing the
typical Seminole turban and resting on a rifle. 15
Perhaps these varying descriptions may be reconciled to describe Abraham as a full-blooded Negro,
of somewhat more than average height, sparely but
9. Foreman, Grant, Indian removal, 344, quoting Army and navy
chronicle, iv, 378.
10. Cohen, 239.

11. Coe, 45-46.
12. McCall, 302.
13. “Maj. Childs’ Diary,” Historical magazine, 3rd ser., ii (1873),
374.
14. N. R., lii (Mar. 25, 1837), 49.

15. Sprague, John T., The Florida War, N. Y., 1848, facing p.
100; Giddings, facing p. 33. The Giddings portrait seems to
have been “improved” from the one in Sprague.
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strongly built, with an intelligent face, a distorted
right eye, and conspicuously polished manners.
How did it happen that one who, as “a lad,”
meaning, no doubt, a young man, had been a slave,
probably a domestic servant, in the city of Pensacola, should, when we next encounter trustworthy
notice of him, several years later, be a confidential
“slave” of Mikonopi, head-chief of the Seminoles,
far to the south and east, near the headwaters of
the Withlacoochee? What circumstances caused
him to flee civilization and seek refuge among a
comparatively barbarous people?
We cannot
answer positively ; we can only draw inferences
from the known events of the time and place.
In 1812 war had broken out between the United
States and Great Britain, and in 1814 the conflict
approached the shores of supposedly neutral Spanish Florida. Late in July, seeking bases and support for an attack on New Orleans, a British force
of something over a hundred men under Maj.
Edward Nicholls, with two sloops of war, occupied
Pensacola, hoisted the British flag beside the Spanish, issued a threatening and consoling proclamation to the people of Louisiana and Kentucky, and
began to recruit and arm both the Red Stick Creek
refugees from Gen. Jackson, and the runaway slaves
from the United States, many of whom were in the
vicinity. He also swelled his scanty force by enlisting and drilling a number of slaves belonging to
residents of Pensacola, to whom he offered freedom
and free lands in the British West Indies. Among
these recruits, very probably, was young Abraham,
and when Gen. Jackson stormed Pensacola on
November 7, and the British, who had withdrawn
to Ft. Barrancas with their Indian and Negro allies,
blew up and evacuated the fortifications on the following day and sailed for the Apalachicola, he was
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probably one of the “about one hundred negro
slaves’’ who were landed on the eastern bank of
that river, about fifteen miles from the mouth, at
a place called Prospect Bluff, and employed in
building a fort which was called British Post and
used by Nicholls as a headquarters for his negotiations with Seminole and Red Stick Indians and with
the runaway Negroes from the United States in
whom the region already abounded. 16
Nicholls remained at the fort even after the
Treaty of Ghent, negotiating with the Seminole
chief Bomlegs and frequently writing letters on his
behalf to the United States Indian agent, but early
in the summer of 1815 finally set sail for London,
taking with him his troops and a few Red Stick
chiefs, but leaving behind him most of the Red
Sticks, all the Negroes, and great quantities of arms
and ammunition, including ten pieces of artillery.
The Red Sticks soon moved off to the eastward, but
300 Negroes, including women and children, established themselves in the fort under the strict discipline of a Negro chief named Garcon or Garcia, and
were joined by about twenty renegade Choctaw and
a few Seminoles from Bowlegs’ town on the Suwanee. They summoned the thousand or more runaway Negroes then estimated to be in Florida to
settle under the protection offered by the guns of
the fort, and soon their settlements were extending
fifty miles up and down the river, causing such
alarm to Georgia planters that Gen. Jackson
ordered that the fort be destroyed, regardless of
its location on Spanish territory, and the Negroes
16. McMaster, John Bach, History of the people of the United
States, iv, 173-174, 179-181, 431; American State Papers, Indian Affairs, i, 858-860; Campbell, Richard L., Historical
sketches of colonial Florida, Cleveland, 1892, p. 236; Rippy,
J. Fred, Rivalry of the United States and Great Britain over
Latin America, 1808-1830, Baltimore, 1929, pp. 45-48, 55.
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“restored to their rightful owners.” By July, 1816,
the Negro Fort was invested from the river by a
little fleet of two gunboats and two transports and
on land by United States troops assisted by slavehunting Creeks. On the 17th a boat’s crew from
one of the gun-boats was nearly annihilated by ambushed Negroes, but on the 27th, after a brisk exchange of artillery fire, one of the gun-boats succeeded in planting a red-hot shot in the fort’s
magazine, which was blown into the air, killing 270
of the garrison and mortally injuring nearly all the
others. The Negro chief Garcon and the Choctaw
chief, who were among the few survivors, were
turned over to the Creeks, who shot Garcon, scalped
the Choctaw chief alive, and subsequently stabbed
him to death. The Negro prisoners were returned
to slavery.
This destruction, however, extended only to the
garrison, who seem to have been almost entirely
Spanish-speaking Negroes from Pensacola. The
American Negroes, refugees from Georgia plantations, who were settled along the river, escaped into
the forest at the approach of the blockading force,
and were able to reach King Bowlegs’ villages on
the Suwanee, already a resort for fugitive Negroes.
If we are right in our assumption that Abraham
was among the Negroes who left Pensacola with the
British and settled on Prospect Bluff, we can account for his escape from the general destruction
which befell the garrison by imagining that he had
earlier left the fort and settled among the possibly
more congenial English-speaking runaways. 17
17. 15th cong., 2d sess., state papers, vol. vi, nos. 119-122; American State Papers, Foreign Relations, iv, 499-500, 555-561;
Forbes, James Grant, Sketches . . . of the Floridas, N. Y.,
1821, pp. 200-205; Williams, John Lee, The territory of
Florida, N. Y., 1837, pp. 201-203; Williams, J. L., A view of
West Florida, Philadelphia, 1827, pp. 96-102; Army and navy
chronicle, ii (1836), 114-116; McMaster, iv, 430-433 ; Boyd,
Mark F., “Events at Prospect Bluff on the Apalachicola
River, 1808-1818,” Fla. Hist. Quart., xvi (Oct., 1937), 55-96.
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Abraham, whenever and however he reached
Bowlegs’town on the Suwanee, became, on his arrival, the “slave” either of Bowlegs himself or of
the heir-apparent, his nephew, Mikonopi. He did
not thereby merely exchange one form of servitude
for another of a less onerous nature, for so-called
slavery among the Seminoles was so utterly unlike
that among the whites that the difference was one
of kind rather than merely of degree. The Seminoles, observing that prestige was attached among
the powerful whites to the presence of black people
were glad to have Negroes associated with them,
but had no idea of exploiting them, day by day,
either as plantation laborers or domestic servants.
The so-called slaves, whether legally purchased
from Spanish or British owners, or, as was more
frequently the case, runaways or the descendants of
runaways who had put themselves under the protection of a Seminole chief, lived, according to a
contemporary account, “in villages separate, and,
in many cases, remote from their owners, and enjoying equal liberty with their owners, with the
single exception that the slave supplied his owner
annually, from the product of his little field, with
corn, in proportion to the amount of the crop; and
in no instance, that has come to my knowledge, exceeding ten bushels; the residue is considered the
property of the slave. Many of these slaves have
stocks of horses, cows, and hogs, with which the
Indian master never assumes the right to intermeddle. . . . An Indian would almost as soon sell
his child as his slave." 18
The Negroes were thus in the position of dependents, or proteges, of the Indians, rather than
that of slaves, the understanding being that in re18. ASP, MA, vi, 534. McCall (l60) says the Negroes gave onethird of their produce to their masters.
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turn for a tribute of corn and other agricultural
products from the Negro, the Indian master would
protect him against being claimed as a slave by
any white man. The Negroes not merely lived
apart from their masters, in their own villages-an
evidence of independence which they greatly prized
-frequently possessed large herds, and were under
no supervision by their masters or patrons, but
also dipped their spoons into the sofky pot with
their lord and his family whenever they happened
to be at his home, habitually carried arms, went into
battle along with the Seminole warriors, under their
own captains, and, save for the slight annual tribute,
were under no greater subjection to the chiefs than
were the Seminole tribesmen themselves. The relationship might be described as one of primitive
democratic feudalism, involving no essential personal inequality. General Gaines spoke with approximate accuracy, when, avoiding the more common term of “slaves,” he referred to “the Seminole Indians with their black vassals and allies." 19
The Indians found the Negroes useful not merely
as tributary agriculturists and auxiliaries in battle,
but also as interpreters and counsellors. Their
knowledge of European languages, their better acquaintance with the mysterious ways of the white
men, gave them an advantage over the less sophisticated Indians, who came to depend on them for
advice to such an extent that white observers began
to say that the Indians were ruled by the Negroes
and that the Seminole government was actually a
doulocracy, a government by slaves. It was in this
situation that Abraham became an element, and to
its development an important contributor.
His early life among the Indians is obscure. If
our assumption that he was one of the Pensacola
19. ASP, MA, vii, 427.
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Negroes who left that city with the British, and
subsequently fled to the Suwanee from the destruction of the Negro Fort, is correct, he must have
been at Bowlegs’ Town at the time of the Battle
of the Suwanee, in April, 1818, when the Negroes,
after most of the Indians had fled, though hopelessly outnumbered put up to the inexorable advance of Andrew Jackson’s army a brief but desperate resistance which won them the admiration
of some of their enemies. Perhaps it was on this
occasion that he won the war-title of “Souanaffe
Tustenukke” which he was using twenty years later,
and which, although interpreted as “Shawnee War20
rior,” might perhaps signify “Suwanee Warrior."
Perhaps he was the “Indian Negro, named
Abraham,” whom Harmon H. Holliman “employed
. . . to go into the nation for the purpose of bringing in . . . a Negro woman and her child,” who had
been plundered by the Seminoles from Georgia. On
his return to “Hope Hill on the St. John's river,
about three miles south of Volutia,” in March,
1822, he announced his arrival by a “loud whoop." 21
He was probably by this time living at the Negro
town of Pilaklikaha, occupied chiefly by “runaway
slaves from Georgia who have put themselves under
the protection of Micanopy, or some other chiefs,”
and who possessed fine fields and good houses. An
officer who visited it in September, 1826, remarked
that the “three principal men . . . bear the distinguished names of July, August, and Abraham
. . . shrewd, intelligent fellows, and to the highest
degree obsequious." 22
20. National Archives, War Department, General Jesup’s Papers,
No . 2, “Abram” Tampa Bay, Sept. 11, 1837, to “Cae Hajo,”
signed “Souanaffe Tustenukke.” This letter is included in
the appendix to this article.
21. ASP, MA, vi, 498,
22. McCall, 160.
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The first unmistakable episode of importance in
his career was his accompanying as interpreter to
Washington in 1825-1826 a delegation of Seminoles
headed by his master Mikonopi, who had been
principal chief at least since 1823 and probably for
two or three years earlier. On his return he was
liberated “in consequence of his many and faithful
services and great merits,” 23 though his emancipation was not formally recorded until June 18,
1835. 24
He had already been rewarded by being given
for a wife “the widow of the former chief of the
nation,” 25 presumably a woman of Negro, or partNegro blood, and a slave, who had been the wife
or mistress of King Bowlegs. She was probably
the woman by the name of Hagar whose son by
Abraham, named Renty, was freed by his father
in 1839; Abraham had at least one or two other
sons, one named Washington, and at least one
daughter, probably all by this same woman. 26
The United States government had determined
to make room for white settlers and prevent Indian
wars by removing the tribes east of the Mississippi
to the Indian Territory, a region including much
of the area now occupied by the states of Oklahoma
and Kansas. The Seminole, alone of the Five
Civilized Tribes of the south, put up a violent and
protracted resistance to removal. It was natural
that they should object to leaving the forests and
swamps of their fatherland for the unfamiliar
23. Coe, 45-46.
24. Hillsborough Co., Fla., Record Book Historical Records
Survey Copy, p. 124.
25. 25th cong., 3d sess., H. of R., No. 225, p. 69.
26. Hillsborough Co. Record Book, 124; National Archives, Department of the Interior, Indian Office, Seminole File 1841;
Nat’l Archs., War Dep’t, AGO, 1838 Jesup 72, Jesup, Camp
Jupiter, Mar. 6, 1838, to Brig. Gen. W. K. Armistead. Charles
Ferry, “young Juan, Abraham’s son in law.”
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prairies and more severe climate of the Indian Territory-a land, too, which bordered on the territory
of wild and potentially hostile Indians. The reluctance of the Negroes to depart was intensified
by the fact that as the agriculturists of the nation
they had a special attachment for the fields they
had cleared and tilled. The unwillingness of the
Seminole Indians to be domiciled, as was the plan,
with and under the control of their kinsmen the
Creeks, from whom they had seceded nearly a century before, was an important consideration. But
the decisive factor was the presence and peculiar
position of the Negroes. Some of the Seminole
Negroes, such as Abraham himself, were comparatively recent runaways from servitude among the
whites, and when Indians and Negroes should be
assembled at a central point, under military supervision, for transportation to the west, white slaveowners would not lose this opportunity to reclaim
their human property. Even legally-purchased
Seminole slaves were not immune from this danger,
for it was an old trick for white men to lay claim
to Seminole Negroes-sometimes after having
themselves just sold them!-and their demands were
usually accepted by white authorities. Negroes
among the Seminoles, furthermore, were frequently
the wives, husbands, children, of Indians.
The Seminole Indians, strongly influenced by
the Negroes, among whom Abraham was the leading figure, determined to place every obstacle possible in the way of their removal. On May 9, 1832,
however, their principal men were induced to sign
the treaty of Payne’s Landing, which provided that
a delegation of Seminoles should visit the Indian
Territory and report on its suitability as a new
home. This treaty further provided that “their
faithful interpreters Abraham and Cudjo” in case
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of removal “shall receive two hundred dollars each,
. . . in full remuneration for the improvements to
be abandoned on the lands now cultivated by them.”
“Abraham, Interpreter, his X mark” appears as
a witness. 27 Maj. Ethan Allen Hitchcock, in a letter
of Oct. 22, 1840, asserts that Abraham was bribed,
by the insertion in the treaty of a sum of $100 for
his services as interpreter, to exert his influence
toward its acceptance, which otherwise could not
have been achieved. 28 But the amount provided for
the interpreters was merely a proportion of the sum
to be divided among the entire nation only in case
of removal, of which Abraham was actually a leading opponent, though Cudjo seems to have been
early won over to the emigration policy. Abraham
no doubt felt it would do no harm to send a delegation to the Indian Territory to inspect the land set
aside for the Seminoles, and could hardly have anticipated that, once in the west, the delegation which
he accompanied would be bullied, as it was, into
signing, March 28, 1833, the Treaty of Ft. Gibson,
in which the members agreed, for the nation, to
removal from Florida-an agreement completely
outside their authority. ‘‘Abraham Seminole Interpreter” witnessed this treaty. 29
Those officials best acquainted with the situation
recognized the importance of winning over Abraham to the emigration policy, for, whatever disagreement there was about his appearance or his
character, there was none whatsoever concerning
his intelligence, ability, and, particularly, his influence with his former master, head-chief Mikonopi. “The negro Abraham is obviously a great
27. Kappler, Charles J., comp. and ed., Indian affairs laws and
treaties, vol. ii, Washington, 1904, pp. 344-345.
28. Foreman, Indian removal, 376-378 n. 17.
29. Sprague, 78.
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man ; ” wrote an officer, “though a black he has long
been appointed ‘sense-bearer’ to the King (Mickenopah) . . . . " 30 ‘‘Abra’m, or Yobly, as the Indians
call him,’’ commented another, “is the chief Interpreter, and latterly succeeded Jumper as ‘sense
carrier’ to Miconope. This high chancellor and
keeper of the king’s conscience, also heads about
five hundred negroes of whom he is legislator, judge,
and executioner through his influence with the Governor . . . under an exterior of profound meekness,
[he] cloaks deep, dark, and bloody purposes. He
has at once the crouch and spring of the panther,
and certain traits of his character liken him to the
Cardinal De Retz." 31 Again, in this rather romantic description, the “French” qualities of Abraham’s character are emphasized. “Abraham,” we
read again, “who is sometimes dignified with the
title of ‘Prophet’, . . . is the prime minister and
privy counsellor of Micanopy ; and has through his
master, who is somewhat imbecile, ruled all the
councils and actions of the Indians in this region." 32
“Micanopy owned many negroes,” begins one
of the most careful analyses of the situation, “who
partook of the feeling exhibited around them. His
principal slave Abraham, was the most noted, and
for a time an influential man in the nation. He
dictated to those of his own color, who to a great
degree controlled their masters. They were a most
cruel and malignant enemy. For them to surrender
would be servitude to the whites; but to retain an
open warfare secured to them plunder, liberty, and
importance." 33 The briefer characterizations were
30. Coe, 45-46.
31. Cohen, 239. The meaning of Yobly is unknown. It cannot
be translated by authorities either in African or Muskhogean
linguistics.
32. Foreman, Indian removal, 344 n. 5.
33. Sprague, 100.
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in agreement. “Abraham is a cunning negro, of
good consideration with the Seminoles, and who can
do more than any other.” “Micanope is a fat, lubberly . . . kind of man, and is ever a stupid fool,
when not replenished by his ‘sense bearer’; (as he
calls him) Abraham." 34 “Abraham . . . his interpreter . . . exercised a wonderful influence over his
master." 35 “Abraham . . . has as much influence
in the nation as any other man,” “he is a sensible
shrewd negro, and has ever been the principal
counsellor of his master,” “with an appearance of
great modesty, he is ambitious, avaricious, and
withal very intelligent." 36 One officer, however,
makes Abraham more of a behind-the-scenes operator than the others: “Abram, a free negro, who,
like all the ‘Indian negroes’, spoke English, was always present at the councils, and frequently interpreted what was said, but seemed publicly to have
no voice or influence. In point of fact, however,
though not a chief, he had much influence." 37
Abraham’s “influence is unlimited” 38 was the view
of another, while still another sweepingly stated
that Mikonopi was never known to do anything
against his advice. 39 “We have a perfect Talleyrand of the Savage Court in the person of a Seminole negro, called Abraham," 40 was the summation
of one of the commentators with a fondness for
comparisons drawn from French history.
The principal and indeed the only method advocated for winning Abraham over, was, however,
34. Foreman, Indian removal, 344 n. 5.
35. McCall, 302.
36. Williams, 214, 272-273.
37. Churchill, Franklin Hunter, Sketch of the life of Vvt. Brig.
Gen. Sylvester Churchill, N. Y., 1888, p. 111.
38. Childs, ii, 374.
39. Hitchcock, Ethan Allen, Fifty years in camp and field, W. A.
Croffut, ed., N. Y., 1909, p. 78.
40. A. & N.C., iv 378.
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the sort of covert bribery which, it is alleged, was
intended by the insertion of a provision for payment
to the interpreters in the treaty of Payne’s Landing.
Abraham had been cheated out of $280, which he
had expended on the trip to the Indian Territory,
by Maj. John Phagan, the Indian agent who had
accompanied the delegation, by the agent’s telling
him that it was necessary for Abraham, in order
to be paid, to give Phagan a receipt for the money,
to be sent to Washington; the agent then submitted
the receipt, himself received payment, and the interpreter was left holding an empty sack, it seems
permanently. At some point in the transaction, the
agent, evidently a thorough scoundrel who, it is
interesting to note, was the instrument through
which the delegation were induced, or forced, to
sign the Ft. Gibson treaty, had refused to pay Abraham unless he would buy the agent’s gun at double
its price. Abraham was still complaining about this
as late as 1852. Abraham’s persistent attempts to
obtain payment seem to have inspired in the mind
of Phagan’s successor as agent the not particularly
startling conclusion that a Negro, as well as a white
man, might be interested in gaining and saving
money. Abraham, he announced with an air of discovery, “loves money, I believe, as well as any
person I ever saw . . . a few hundred dollars,” he
continued, “would make him zealous and active” in
the cause of emigration. Promises of this character
were probably extended to Abraham and, if so, it is
evident that he pretended to fall in with them. Actually he was determined to encourage his sluggish
master to resist a removal which, he believed, as
projected would be fatal to his people. 41
41. ASP, MA, vi, 546; [Potter, Woodburne], The War in Florida,
Baltimore, 1836, p. 26; National Archives, Department of the
Interior, Indian Office, Seminole File 1852-J121, T. S. Jesup,
Washington, Oct. 5, 1852, to Luke Lea, Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.
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Publicly, Abraham, during the two or three
years of controversy which elapsed between the
signing of the Treaty of Ft. Gibson and the outbreak of open hostilities, confined himself to interpreting at the various councils held between the
Seminole agent and the chiefs, in which the agent
insisted that they must prepare to depart for the
West, while most of the chiefs refused, asserting
the earlier treaty of 1823 guaranteed for 20 years
their possession of the reservation assigned to
them at that time. Secretly, however, he was
instigating the head-chief Mikonopi to resistance,
and strengthening him in that resolve whenever
the indolent old man wavered in his determination. He was also, through free Negroes and
Spanish fishermen, building up a reserve of ammunition and making arrangements for a continued
supply of powder and lead during the hostilities,
whenever they should break out. When the war had
been going on for over a year, he was reported as
still receiving consignments of powder, disguised as
barrels of flour, from a free Negro in St.
Augustine. 42
Abraham recognized that the Seminole Indians
and Negroes possessed valuable potential allies in
the slaves on the sugar-plantations of the St. Johns
river, and he and another Negro leader, John
Caesar, accompanied by such Indian chiefs as Yaha
Hajo (Mad Wolf), visited all the plantations and
encouraged the Negroes, by promises of freedom
and plunder, to be prepared to revolt simultaneously with the inevitable outbreak of hostilities. 43 Since
it was not uncommon for Indian Negroes to have
42. National Archives, War Department, General Jesup’s Papers,
Box 14, Maj. Gen. Thos. S. Jesup, Ft. Armstrong, Jan. 21,
1837, to Brig. Gen. J. M. Hernandez, St. Augustine.
43. Cohen, 81.
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wives and other relatives on the plantations, and
since, for a number of years, the prevalence of peace
had encouraged intercourse between Negro slaves
and Seminole Indians, it was easy to convince the
slaves, well aware of the advantageous position of
the Seminole Negroes, that their interests and those
of the Indians were the same. At the same time,
however, Abraham gave the whites the impression
that he was working in their interests and in favor
of emigration. Up to the day of his death, Maj.
Dade, who was the first to fall in the heavy fighting
which marked the outbreak of the Seminole War,
was convinced of the “salutary influence” of
Abraham on Mikonopi. 44
Near the end of 1835, when it had been announced that the Seminoles must assemble for
emigration by the first of the next year or be deported forcibly, Abraham was preparing to throw
off his mask. Some chiefs, reluctantly convinced
that resistance was hopeless, prepared to yield, and
began to sell off their livestock preparatory to departure. The principal man in the emigration party
was Charley, or Chalo, Emathla (Trout Leader),
an able and public-spirited chief whose example was
likely to be influential. Some of the leaders of the
faction militantly opposed to emigration, Osceola, a
young Red Stick Creek who, though not a chief, exerted great influence particularly upon the young
warriors, Holata Micco (Billy Bowlegs), a nephew
of Mikonopi, and Abraham, determined that he
must be made an example, and on Nov. 26, 1835,
“a party of about four hundred warriors . . . proceeded to the residence” of the doomed man. Abraham, at the last moment, perhaps not having
previously realized that more than a warning was
intended at this time, endeavored to induce Osceola
44. N.R., xlix (Jan. 30, 1836), 367.
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to spare his life, and succeeded in getting the leaders
to delay and hold a council, but his intervention was
ultimately futile and Osceola and others proceeded
to waylay and shoot down the chief as he was returning from selling his cattle. 45
Abraham, who was also sometimes known as
The Prophet, and seems to have been imbued with
the religious enthusiasm of the time, stirred up excitement among the Indians and Negroes, particularly the latter, by assuring them that “God was in
their favor.” He prophesied concerning General
Wiley Thompson, the Seminole agent, that “he
would be killed by Indians while walking about his
place.” The general was actually put to death at the
beginning of the war by Osceola and some of his
followers while enjoying a stroll and a cigar after
dinner. 46
When the war finally began with the ambushing
and annihilation of Major Dade’s command of more
than a hundred men, Dec. 28, 1835, Abraham was for
over a year one of the leading war-spirits. He was
said to be in personal command of eighty warriors, 46a and “no action was complete unless Abraham was reported to be in it, with his big gun." 47
He was undoubtedly a leader in most of the principal actions of the first year or so, particularly
Dade’s defeat and the various battles on the Withlacoochee. A prisoner, to be sure, reported that
“Abraham was . . . at [the first battle of the] Withlacoochee but made off on the first fire," 48 but he
may have been saying what he thought would please
his captors, as this is the only report on record ad45. Potter, 96-97; Cohen, 56.
46. A. & N.C., iii (Nov. 3, 1836), 285.
46a. N.R., 1 (Apr. 23, 1836), 141.
47. Childs, iii, 282.
48. National Archives, War Department, AGO, Capt. F. S. Belton,
Ft. Brooke, Jan. 14, 1836, to the Adjutant General (12).
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verse to the Negro chief’s courage, the prevalent
opinion being that he was “a good soldier and an
intrepid leader,” ‘‘an enemy by no means to be
despised." 49
Abraham, as regards emigration, belonged before the war to the left-wing militant element of the
Seminole tribe; afterwards, however, when the emigration party had seceded and taken refuge with the
whites, his position among the hostiles became
somewhat to the right of center so far as intransigency was concerned. This was partly, on doubt,
because of his association with Mikonopi. His position in the tribe depended largely on his influence
over the head-chief, and even Abraham was able to
move the sluggish Mikonopi only so far. It was
primarily, however, in all probability, a matter of
temperament and information. Abraham had been
to Washington and knew the white man’s power.
He was consequently aware that the Seminole could
not hope actually to defeat the United States government. He did hope, however, that they could put
up such a fight that the government would permit
the Indians and Negroes to remain in Florida, even
on a more restricted reservation, particularly since
there was actually as yet no pressure of settlers on
the land occupied by the Seminole. Abraham had
also been to the Indian Territory and knew that,
with all its disadvantages, it was not a bad country;
he was consequently also prepared, as an alternative, to accept emigration, provided that satisfactory
assurances were given that transportation to the
West would not be employed as a device to enslave
the Seminole Negroes. He was therefore always
willing to negotiate with the whites, in the hope that
49. 25th cong., 2d sess., ex. doc. 78, vol. iii, pp. 113-118; 25th
cong., 3d sess., H. of R., no. 225, p. 69; Foreman, Indian removal, 344 n. 5.
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one or the other of the above arrangements could be
attained without further fighting, but to that end
his plan was to resist so fiercely in the meantime
that the whites would be discouraged into granting
satisfactory terms.
Abraham, accordingly, on March 6, 1836, during
the siege of Camp Izard on the banks of the Withlacoochee, was instrumental in negotiating a truce
with General Gaines which might have resulted in a
permanent arrangement had not the Seminoles been
fired on, through a misunderstanding, by members
of another officer’s force which arrived during a
parley. John Caesar, chief Negro of King Philip,
Mikonopi’s brother-in-law, chief of the St. Johns
river Seminoles, and second in authority only to
Mikonopi himself, was also concerned in the negotiations and, indeed, probably initiated them, though
this may have been after consultation with
Abraham. 50
After nearly a year of hostilities the Seminoles
were still more than holding their own. The whites
had been repulsed time and time again, from the
Withlacoochee crossing, in the Big Wahoo swamp;
one large detachment had been wiped out. The
“celebrated negro Abraham and many others had
been prophesying . . . that God was in their favor;
. . . they had lost only twenty warriors during the
50. Potter, 154-160; A. & N.C., ii (April 7, 1836), 214; Sprague,
107-113; Foreman, Indian removal, 330. Potter says that
Abraham proposed the conference, but admits that this is
mere supposition: “Presuming that the voice was Abraham’s,
his name will be used.” A Negro, apparently in authority,
representing the Seminole, and seen and heard only from a
distance, was likely to be assumed to be the most important
and best known of the Seminole Negro chiefs, namely Abraham, unless his actual identity were positively known. Consequently those who said that the initiator of the conference
was John Caesar, probably had good reason for their
opinion. See the author’s “John Caesar: a forgotten hero
of the Seminole War,” Journal of Negro History, xxviii
(Jan., 1945), 59-60.
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whole war,’’whereas the whites had lost five times
that number in the single action which began the
war. 51 A new commander-in-chief, General T. S.
Jesup, took over in December, however, and under
his leadership a vigorous campaign was initiated
which drove the Indians and Negroes out of their
former lurking-places along the Withlacoochee and
in the Wahoo swamp and sent them south and east
toward the Everglades.
Abraham, among other
principal chiefs, was reported as being resolved on
Fabian tactics, intending “to fly before the army
and avoid a battle,” taking refuge “in the dense
swamps and hammocks of the Everglades.” The
army, however, moved too rapidly for him to be able
to carry out these tactics of avoidance, and on Jan.
27, 1837, according to a prisoner, Abraham, with
‘‘from forty to fifty Indians,” was in the Big Cypress swamp, hovering on the rear of Colonel Henderson’s detachment, preparing to co-operate with
“a large number of negroes” who “were in advance.” In the sharp fight which followed, the
Seminoles suffered heavily, not so much in dead and
wounded as in prisoners and materiel, for the whites
captured their baggage-train with their provisions
and munitions and a large number of women and
children, particularly Negroes. Abraham later said
that he lost most of his property. “at the Cypress.
. . . I lose most every ting-all my powder and
blankets; a hundred dollars in silver; pots; kettles
-every ting”-including, in addition, his freedompapers and his little boy’s favorite pony. 52
General Jesup felt that the Seminoles now might
be ready to treat and, having captured one of
Mikonopi’s principal Negroes, named Ben, along
51. A. & N.C., iii (Nov. 3, 1836), 285.

52. 25th cong., 2d sess., ex. doc. no. 78, vol. iii, pp. 55, 69; Childs,
iii, 283.
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with his wife and all his children, sent him out to the
hostiles with the offer of a liberal treaty, and on
Jan. 31 “Abraham made his appearance bearing a
white flag on a small stick which he had cut in the
woods, and walked up to the tent of General Jesup
with perfect dignity and composure. He stuck the
staff of his flag in the ground, made a salute or
bow with his hand, without bending his body, and
then waited for the advance of the General with the
most complete self-possession. He . . . since stated
that he expected to be hung, but concluded to die,
if he must, like a man, but that he would make one
more effort to save his people.” General Jesup,
however, convinced him of the government’s good
faith and, with great difficulty, Abraham succeeded
on February 3 and 18 in bringing in Jumper, Alligator, and other Indian and Negro chiefs, for peacenegotiations. 53
Eventually, “largely through the negotiations of
the negro, Abraham, on March 6, 1837 at Camp
Dade, a treaty was concluded between Jesup and the
Seminole chiefs Jumper and Holatoochee claiming
to represent Mikanopy. . . . By the terms of this
treaty the Indians agreed to cease their hostilities,
come to Tampa Bay by April 10, and board the
transports for the West. The chief Mikanopy was
to be surrendered as a hostage for the performance
of their promises. However, to induce them to accept these terms, General Jesup was obliged to agree
to the one condition that the Indians had insisted on
from the beginning; and that was that their allies,
the free negroes, should also be secure in their persons and property; and ‘that their negroes, their
bona fide property shall accompany them to the
West.’" 54
53.

Foreman, Indian removal, 344; Childs, ii, 374, iii, 283, 169170; A & N.C., iv, 378; viii (Mar. 7, 1839), 154-155; ASP
MA, vii, 828, 833
54. Foreman, Indian removal, 344; N.R., lii (Mar. 25, 1837), 49.
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Abraham was active for the next month as interpreter in various subsequent councils, in using his
influence to get other Indians and Negroes to come
in, and, always with an eye to the main chance, in
supplying the officers with such game as wild turkeys, one noted as weighing seventeen pounds, and
in rounding up his cattle and bringing them in for
sale to the United States. He was also able to reclaim for his “little boy about six years of age ; and
a beautiful boy he is,” who, according to the officercommentator, “had hardly ever seen a white person
before,” the pony which had been captured at the
Tohopkaliga during the Battle of Hatchee Lustee or
the Big Cypress.
Abraham probably suffered a loss during this
period in the death of his father-in-law, whoever he
was. He explained his delay in arriving at Ft. Armstrong, where he was expected by the morning of
April 1, by stating : “I waited for Wann and Wann’s
father; and my father-in-law was sick; and had to
be carried, two miles, on the black people’s shoulders. I 'fraid he won’t live to get to Tampa.” No
aged Negro who can be identified as Abraham’s
father-in-law appears on any of the lists, so probably his fears were justified. It is possible that
“Wann’s father” and “my father-in-law” refer to
the same person. “Wann” or “Juan”, whose name
on the printed lists appears incorrectly as “Inos,”
was one of Mikonopi’s principal Negroes and commanded the Negro forces on the Withlacoochee
earlier in the war, possibly being field-commander
under Abraham. 55
Unfortunately, however, General Jesup, influenced by the success of the negotiations and under
severe pressure from slave-holders, entered into
clandestine arrangements with Coi Hajo, second
55. Childs, iii, 280-282.
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chief of the St. Johns river Seminoles, for the return to their owners of Negroes who had joined the
Seminoles during the war, and the appearance of
slave-owners, seeking to reclaim their human property, in the emigration-camp at Tampa bay,
caused, first, the gradual disappearance into the
swamps of many of the Indians and Negroes who
had assembled there and, eventually, late in May
or early in June, resulted in a mass-stampede of
most of the remainder, accompanied by the kidnapping by the militant young chiefs Osceola and Coacoochee (Wild Cat) and the Negro-Indian subchief
John Cavallo, of the hostages who had been yielded
by the Seminoles for the carrying out of the Camp
Dade treaty. Abraham, however, and other principal Negro chiefs, remained in the hands of the
troops and General Jesup, angered by the renewal
of a war which he had thought safely ended, announced: “The Seminole negro prisoners are now
the property of the public. I have promised Abraham the freedom of his family if he be faithful to us,
and I shall certainly hang him if he will not be
faithful. . .” The Seminoles gave no evidence at this
time of intending to renew hostilities, and the sickly
summer season was on, which prevented the troops
from then taking overt action.
Abraham could hardly have remained uninfluenced by General Jesup’s promise of freedom to
himself and family, particularly when coupled with
a threat of hanging, but he had already committed
himself, and won over most of the principal chiefs,
particularly head-chief Mikonopi and his brotherin-law and counsellor Jumper, to a policy of emigration under the terms of the Ft. Dade treaty. He
may have regretted its later modification in a sense
hostile to the runaway plantation-slaves, but the in56. Foreman, Indian removal, 349.
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terests of the Seminole Negroes of long standing
were, of course, pre-eminent in his mind. His influence with Mikonopi remained strong, even when
they had been compulsorily separated through the
kidnapping of the head-chief, and Mikonopi occasionally succeeded, though a semi-prisoner of the
hostiles, in communicating to the whites his strong
desire for a consultation with Abraham. 57
When the season was again propitious, the forces
of the United States launched a joint campaign of
military operations and peace-propaganda, in which
latter Abraham was conspicuous. On September 11,
1837, he wrote “Cae Hajo,” second chief of the St.
Johns river Seminoles, urging him to surrender,
and signing with his war-name, “Souanaffe Tustenukke." 58 Coi Hajo had from the first been weakkneed in his opposition to emigration, so much so
that he had nearly met the fate of Chalo Emathla,
and had been particularly cooperative after the
Treaty of Ft. Dade; the capture of his superior,
King Philip, though perhaps not known at the time
of the letter, increased his importance as a key-man.
“Abraham,” it was announced Nov. 6, 1837,
“has volunteered to act as guide to our troops, and
his services will be accepted. He says he knows the
spot where his master, Micanopy, is concealed, and
that the Indians are nearly out of ammunition.” It
____________

57. ASP, MA, vii, 840-841.
58. National Archives, War Department, General Jesup’s Papers,
No . 2 “Abram” Tampa Bay, Sept. 11, 1837, to “Cae Hajo.”
This letter is included in appendix, post. Abraham was
probably not the Seminole Negro guide of that name who
assisted government forces, Sept. 9 and 10, to surprise and
capture King Philip, principal chief of the St. Johns River
Seminoles and second chief in the nation, and his vassal and
ally Euchee Jack, and their parties, near St. Augustine (25th
cong., 2d sess., ex. doc., no. 78, vol. iii, 109-111). Abraham
was a not uncommon name among Negroes, and “the Negro
Abraham” could hardly have been operating in the vicinity of
St. Augustine on Sept. 10 and dictating a letter at Tampa
bay the following day.
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was probably in large part through the urgings of
Abraham, conveyed to Mikonopi, that the head-chief
and most of his followers were induced to surrender
again the following month. 59 Abraham did not, so
far as the record runs, ever take up arms against
his former allies, but confined himself to acting as
envoy in urging them to surrender. His approaches
were, apparently, always received with respect, and
no threats against his life by recalcitrant hostiles
are recorded. He inspected the battle-ground after
the battle of Lake Okeechobee, December, 25, 1837,
the hardest-fought action of the entire war, and
“From signs made in the sand, supposed to be by
Alligator,” Mikonopi’s nephew and the principal
war-chief, gave it “as his opinion that the Indians
intend to war to the death." 60 Yet when he was sent
with other Seminole chiefs to Colonel Zachary Taylor, March 24, 1838, to negotiate for peace with the
hostiles still in the field, he did not hesitate to enter
Alligator’s camp and was so successful in his mission that on April 4 it was reported that “Abraham
& Echoconee came in with Alligator & two negroes,
they found Alligator . . . in a hammock with 88 of
his people & 27 blacks to the SW of Okee Chobee. . . .
John Co-hi-a [the Indian Negro perhaps better
known as John Cavallo, who had been a ringleader
in the kidnapping of the hostages and a commander
at Okeechobee] is with Alligators people & will come
in with him. Alligator will send for Coacoochee
[another ringleader and commander, King Philip’s
son and the most important hostile still out], who,
he states is . . . between here & the head of the St.
Johns." 61
59. A. & N.C., v (Dec. 14, 1837), 381.
60. N.R., liii (Jan. 13, 1838), 305.

61. Sprague, 195; National Archives, War Department, AGO,
Col. Z. Taylor, Ft. Basinger (sic), Apr. 4, 1838, to Maj. Gen.
T. S. Jesup (82J).
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Abraham wrote to General Jesup, April 25, 1838,
in part as follows : “We wish to get in writing from
the General the agreement made with us. We will
go with the Indians to our new home, and wish to
know how we are to be protected, and who is to have
the care of us on the road. We do not live for our
selves only, but for our wives & children who are
as dear to us as those of any other men. When we
reach our home we hope we shall be permitted to
remain while the woods remain green, and the water
runs. I have charge of all the red people coming on
to Pease’s Creek, and all are satisfied to go to
Arkansas. . . . Whoever is to be chief Interpreter we
would wish to know. I cannot do any more than I
have. I have done all I can, my heart has been true
since I came in at Tohopo Kilika. . . . All the black
people are contented I hope." 62
Abraham had finally, he believed, accomplished
his objective of bringing about the end of the war
through the surrender of nearly all the Seminoles
acknowledging allegiance to head-chief Mikonopi, on
terms which guaranteed to the Indians their property and to the Negroes their exemption from seizure
by whites. He had not, however, fulfilled all the
duties demanded of him by General Jesup, and on
May 14 it was ordered that he, together with Cudjo
and August, the former a partisan of the whites
from the beginning, should be retained as interpreters at $2.50 per diem-other interpreters, however,
receiving only one dollar. 63 He continued as interpreter, without particular event, for nearly another
year, but on February 25, 1839, was finally shipped
62. Original in P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Abram, Ft. Deynaud, Apr. 25, 1838, to
Gen. Jesup, Tampa. This letter is included in appendix

post.

63. Order Book, Army of the South, Jan. 29-May 22, 1838, in
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of
Florida, (Order 118, Tampa Bay, May 14, 1838).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol25/iss1/1

38

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 25, Issue 1
T HE NEGRO A BRAHAM

29

west. He was noted in the local press en route as
“Abraham, well known as an interpreter and a wily
and treacherous rascal." 64 The company of which
he was the leading member was turned over to the
Seminole agent at Ft. Gibson, Indian Territory,
April 13, 1839; the muster-roll included two unnamed male slaves belonging to Abraham, who may,
however, have been his children. 65
* *
*
Abraham’s life in the Indian Territory, which
was to extend over another generation, was considerably of an anti-climax to a man who had been
a principal agent first in bringing about a serious
war and second in bringing it to a conclusion. It
was not, however, devoid of usefulness. We lose
sight of him for a couple of years after his arrival.
Presumably he reassumed his position as interpreter
to Mikonopi, and no doubt contributed to the notably better adjustment of his band to their new life,
settling down, as they did, on Deep Fork, to raise
corn, beans, pumpkins, melons, and even a little
rice, whereas more recalcitrant bands, such as those
of Wild Cat and Alligator, refused to enter the
Creek country and squatted on Cherokee territory,
where they remained for several years in a miserable state of poverty and uncertainty. 66
During and after 1841 we begin again to get
occasional glimpses of Abraham in his new environment. On April 17, 1841, at Ft. Gibson, Mikonopi
sold to Abraham for $300 a 16-year-old Negro boy
named Washington, whom, on September 14, Abraham emancipated, out of the love and affection he
bore the boy, his son-the second of his children
64. Foreman, Indian removal, 370; A. & N.C., viii, 205.
65. 27th cong., 2d sess., H. of R., ex. doc. no. 55, “Seminole WarSlaves Captured,” p. 5.
66. Foreman, The Five Civilized Tribes, Norman, Okla., 1934,
223-278, passim.
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whose emancipation is on record. 67 At a conference
between Captain Ethan Allen Hitchcock and
Coacoochee, at Ft. Gibson, Nov. 28, 1841, Abraham
interpreted. 68
During 1843 and 1844 the reports of the Seminole sub-agent listed “Abraham (colored man),
interpreter” at a stipend of “$300 per annum,”
and on January 24, 1845, at the Creek agency,
“Abraham, U. S. Interpreter for Seminoles,” was
a witness to a treaty intended to adjust the unhappy
relations between the Creeks and the Seminoles by
giving the latter local autonomy, subject, however,
to the general control of the Creek council, and providing that controversies between the two tribes
over property rights, which the Seminoles understood as referring to their Negroes, should be decided by the president of the United States. 69
Abraham did not subsequently appear in the
role of government interpreter at the Seminole subagency, as later in the year he was removed from
his position by the sub-agent on the charge of unfitness. “The conduct of Abraham,” he wrote, “was
such that I was compelled to procure the services
of young Mr. Brinton . . . Abraham is very much
addicted to the use of ardent spirits; so much so
that he is entirely incompetent for a Government
Interpreter. He was unable to render me any assistance upon the day of issue, being upon the
ground intoxicated, and engaged in broils and dissensions with the Indians themselves. Besides,
Abraham has by no means the confidence of the

P

67. National Archives, Department of the Interior, Indian Office, Seminole File 1841.
68. Hitchcock, Fifty Years in Camp and Field, 138

69. Annual report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1842-

1843, p. 161, 1843-1844, p. 176; Indian laws and treaties, ii,
552.
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Seminoles." 70 It should be noted that, during this
general period, no one connected with the Seminole
sub-agency, from interpreter and blacksmith up to
and including the sub-agent himself, long escaped
accusations of drunkenness, venality, inattention to
duty, and general worthlessness, from persons
coveting these positions for themselves or their
friends. No other accusation of this character
against Abraham is on record, and one need not
imagine him as a teetotaller in order to feel that
there is probably considerable exaggeration in this
portrayal of him as a complete sot.
That Abraham lacked the confidence of some,
at least, of the Seminoles, is, however, doubtless
true. He himself complained a few days after this
accusation was lodged against him, and while it was
probably still unknown to him, that “his conduct
in Florida in favour of the whites has procured him
many enemies, and that he leads an uncertain and
unhappy life-knowing ‘Abram,’ ” the writer continued, “you [Gen. Jesup] will be able to judge how
much of this is true." 71 Evidently Abraham’s
amanuensis had no high personal regard for the
interpreter’s veracity. Abraham had probably been
drawn into the feud which was racking the Seminole tribe at the time, between the militants, led
by Wild Cat and Alligator, who were opposed to
Creek domination, even of a qualified character, and
those who were inclined to accept it, at least passively. Both factions, however, were accustomed
to use the accusation of having assisted the whites
70. National Archives, Department of the Interior, Indian Office,
Seminole File 1845, A1852-1865, Gideon C. Matlock, Seminole
sub-agent, Little River, July 18, 1845, to Maj. William Armstrong, Acting Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the
Western Territory.
71. Charles O. Collins, Ft. Gibson, July 27, 1845, to Maj. Gen.
Jesup, Ft. Smith, Ark. in P. K. Yonge Library of Florida
History, University of Florida.
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in Florida, to arouse sentiment against their
opponents.
Abraham had taken no part in the activities of
the militants-even of the Negroes who, seriously
concerned with the menace of kidnapping by
whites and half-breeds, were under the leadership
of John Cavallo, allied with the Wild Cat-Alligator
faction among the Indians. He had been, from his
first arrival in the Indian Territory, prepared to
accept the plans for the Seminoles drawn up by
the United States government, which included residence among the Creeks as a part of the Creek
tribe. Shunning anti-Creek agitation, he had probably devoted himself to improving the material welfare of the Seminole, Indians and Negroes, directly
under Mikonopi’s command, through encouraging
agriculture. He was too important a figure, his
right to freedom too well established, to be seriously menaced by kidnapping, and it is by no means
creditable to his public spirit at this point that we
do not find him associated with any of the protests
against kidnapping made by John Cavallo, Tony
Barnett, and other Seminole Negro leaders. When
a delegation headed by Wild Cat and Alligator,
with John Cavallo as interpreter, went to Washington in April, 1844, to demand relief for the Seminole,
and Mikonopi, jealous of the challenge to his authority involved in Wild Cat’s assumption of leadership, was induced through some influence to head
a list of chiefs disclaiming and protesting against
the delegation, Abraham signed the document as a
witness, indicating where his associations lay. 72
It is unfortunate that the principal and, indeed,
the only authority in print on Abraham subsequent
to the Seminole War, Congressman Joshua R.
72. National Archives, Department of the Interior, Indian Office,
Seminole File 1844, M1941, Apr. 20, 1844.
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Giddings, treated him rather as a character in a
work of fiction than historically, asserting, on the
alleged basis of hearsay evidence and unnamed
newspaper accounts, that he was actually the most
prominent leader in the Seminole Negro resistance
to domination by the Creeks and that, with Wild
Cat, he led a migration of Seminole Indians and
Negroes to Mexico in 1850. No positive evidence
for this assertion is extant, and all available information counts against it. The rather full manuscript material on the Wild Cat migration never so
much as mentions Abraham, and all indications are
that he was at the time living quietly on Little river
and avoiding involvement in the daring plans of the
Seminole militants. The Negro leader in the migration was unquestionably the Indian Negro John
Cavallo, better known among army officers by his
nickname of Gopher John. 73
Abraham was, in 1852, called from the obscurity
in which he had been plunged by his dismissal from
the position of government interpreter seven years
earlier, in order to serve as interpreter to one of
the delegations which were sent to Florida with the
design of inducing Billy Bowlegs, Mikonopi’s
nephew, and chief of the largest band of Seminoles
still at large, to come in and surrender with his
people for transportation to the West. The delegation landed at Tampa and proceeded to Caloosa73. Giddings, 332-337. Giddings writes that, in 1852, eight of
the men in the party guarding the United States commissioners who were establishing the Mexican border were
seized by Seminoles and taken to their village, where “Abraham was yet living . . . regarded as a ruling prince by his
people.” After satisfying himself that the prisoners had
no evil intentions, he ordered them dismissed. As a matter
of fact, Abraham was at this time in Washington, New York,
or Florida, on, or returning from, a junket with Billy Bowlegs, mentioned below. Giddings also treats the famous
Louis Pacheco’s career with similar disregard for the
evidence.
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hatchee, “confident of being able to induce Billy
Bowlegs and Sam Jones to emigrate.” They succeeded in establishing contact with Billy Bowlegs
and persuaded him to go, with certain of his chiefs,
on an excursion to some of the principal cities of
the eastern seaboard, in the hope that he might
be sufficiently impressed by the grandeur and power
of the whites as to give up the struggle and yield
himself and his people to the emigration agents.
They left Ft. Myers, August 31, 1852, and proceeded
first to Washington, where they had an interview
with the president. They arrived in New York on
September 11 and put up at the American Hotel.
Abraham attracted a great deal of attention
from the press. He was described as ‘‘an intelligent
old negro, . . . quite a venerable, dignified looking
personage, a sort of Indianized major domo, with
his face set off with a wooly moustache. . . .” “Time
and trial, and anxiety,” a fuller account reads,
“have made a wreck of Abraham. Yet he is
straight, and active, and looks more intelligence out
of his one eye than many people look out of two.
He is in the full costume of the Seminoles. Turban,
a la Turk, and hunting shirt, leggins, etc. Abraham
must be 70 or 80 years old.” He was actually, it
is probable, in his early or middle sixties. Sometime during the delegation’s stay in New York, they,
including Abraham, became the subjects of the accompanying group-photograph.
It was reported in Jacksonville News (Oct. 2,
1852) that “King Billy and cabinet, including the
old negro interpreter Abraham, are gone home to
the court of the Everglades. They passed up on
. . . the Matamoros . . . Billy held his levee in the
cabin of the steamboat and received his visitors
with royal dignity. We learn from General Blake
that Billy has entered into a solemn agreement to
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emigrate next March with all the Indians he can
induce to go, which he thinks will be all in the
country. We feel disposed to believe that at last
we may succeed in getting rid of our unwelcome
neighbors, but shall not feel certain till they are
gone.” If he ever so agreed, he did not carry out
his promise, for it was not until several years later,
and after a third Seminole war, that Billy was
finally transported to the Indian Territory. 74
After this brief flare of publicity Abraham sank
into an obscurity from which he did not again
emerge. He returned to his home on Little river,
in the region to which the Seminoles had removed
according to the provisions of the treaty of 1845,
where his name is still remembered by the older
generation. Ed Payne, an intelligent and prosperous Seminole Negro of the Little River (Seminole
county) settlement, has heard much of him as a
resident of that vicinity. Mr. Payne knew two of
his sons, including Washington, whose freedom his
father had purchased in 1841. Washington used to
mention that he and his father had both been
slaves, but had been freed. Washington described
his father as an able and successful cattle-raiser,
and remembered that he used to come back from
the sale of a herd of cattle with a sack full of gold
and silver-no paper-money in those days. He
would then pry up a plank in the cabin floor and
74. Jacksonville Public Library, Jacksonville, Fla., Long, Elizabeth V., comp., “Florida Indians, 1836-1865: a collection of
clippings from contemporary newspapers,” clipping, 1852,
from unidentified newspaper; clipping, Sept. 12, 1852, from
unidentified New York City newspaper; New York Daily
Tribune, Sept. 17, 1852, p. 6, quoting from Savannah Georgian; ibid., Sept. 25, 1852, p. 3 ; “ ‘Billy Bowlegs’and Suite,”
The Illustrated London News, May 21, 1853, pp. 395-396,
illustration ; National Archives, Department of the Interior,
Indian Office, Seminole File 1852-J121, T. S. Jesup, Washington, Oct. 5, 1852, to Luke Lea, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs.
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drop the sack into the space beneath-this was his
bank. 75
The Civil War, which so convulsed the Indian
Territory as well as the United States in general,
probably did not greatly affect Abraham. He was
in his seventies at its outbreak, and all the serious
fighting was to the east, in the vicinity of Ft. Gibson. He probably did not therefore flee to Kansas
with the loyal Seminoles, under Halleck Tustenuggree and the Creek chief Opothla Yahola, and as a
Negro he could hardly have been a partisan of the
Seminole head-chief John Jumper, who served as
a colonel in the Confederate army. Doubtless he
continued to live quietly on his Little River farm
while the storm of war rolled by.
He seems to have been still living late in 1870,
for a newspaper item notes: “The old interpreter
for General Jackson [sic], the Negro Abraham, is
still alive on Little River at the advanced age of
one hundred and twenty years. A gentleman saw
him the other day." 76
The date of Abraham’s death is unknown to me,
but presumably it took place not long after 1870.
75. Ed Payne, Aug. 11, 1942.

76. Report of the Board of Indian Commissioners to the Secretary of the Interior, 1870, Washington, 1871, quoting from a

newspaper account dated from Ft. Gibson, Dec. 16, 1870. No
evidence exists elsewhere that Abraham ever interpreted
“for” Gen. Jackson or at any conference to which Old Hickory
was a party - but probably the reporter had the First Seminole War, in which Jackson participated, confused with the
more important Second Seminole War, which began during
his presidency and in which Abraham did ultimately serve as
interpreter to the general in command. The age ascribed
to Abraham is absurd, since it would put him in his late
eighties at the time of the Seminole War, 1835-1842, and it
would have been impossible for a man of that age to pass,
as he did, for 45 or 50-but it would not be difficult for an
aged weather-beaten Negro in his eighties to pass, for well
over a century if it tickled his own vanity and sense of
humor thus to play upon the credulity of a white questioner.
Already in 1852 Abraham was being estimated as a decade
or two older than his actual age.
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According to Mr. Payne, he is buried at Brunertown, west of the Little River settlement, near
Hazel. Mr. Payne has seen a stone shaped into a
marker, with his name on it, over the grave, but
cannot recall whether or not it bears a date. Some
young Oklahoma historian could profitably spend
a few days in the vicinity of Wewoka, Sasakwa,
Noble Town, Little River, and Brunertown, visiting the grave and searching for further traditional
information on the later life of this remarkable
personality. 77

Abraham’s record, considering his opportunities, stands out as extraordinary by any standard.
Born in slavery among an alien race, he took refuge
among another strange but more hospitable people
and raised himself by his own exertions to a position of prominence and authority. He clearly recognized the issues and reasonable objectives of the
Florida War, fought bravely and skilfully until
that latter had, as it seemed, been secured, and then
successfully directed his energies toward the termination of hostilities. His activities in the Indian
Territory were hardly comparable to those in Florida, but it is probable that he did much, in a conservative fashion, to benefit the Seminole Indians
and Negroes with whom he was associated by assisting them in adjustment to their new environment. Interpreter, counsellor, war-leader, diplomat, he deserves a niche in American history.

77. Mr. Payne gives the name and address of a great-grandson:
John Fay, 1211 N.E. 7th St., Oklahoma City, Okla. Letters,
however, have brought no response.
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[Negro Abraham to Gen. T. S. Jesup, commanding
at Tampa Bay. *]
Fort Deynaud, Florida
25th April, 1838.
General,
I have the honour to present my best respects
to you. Myself and 'Tony Barnet have done every
thing promised by us, and expect the General will
do by us as he said at the beginning of this Campaign. I send 'Tony to see you, and he can afterwards come and join me wherever I may be. We
wish to get in writing from the General, the agreement made with us. We will go with the Indians to
our new home, and wish to know how we are to be
protected, and who is to have the care of us on the
road. We do not live for ourselves only, but for
our wives & children who are as dear to us as those
of any other men. When we reach our new home
we hope we shall be permitted to remain while the
woods remain green, and the water runs.
I have charge of all the red people coming on
to Pease’s Creek, and all are satisfied to go to
Arkansaw. They all wish to see you, and hope you
will wait until they come to Tampa. Whoever is
to be chief Interpreter we would wish to Know. I
cannot do any more than I have. I have done all
I can, my heart has been true since I came in at
TohopoKilka I wish 'Tony to come to Pease’s Creek
immediately. I hope Toskeegee is satisfied. All
his Seminole Bretheren are coming in. Hotatoochee
has done well. All the black people are contented
I hope.
Your Servant
X his
ABRAM
mark
*Original in P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University
of Florida.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol25/iss1/1

48

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 25, Issue 1
T HE NEGRO A BRAHAM

39

P.S. John Cavallo is in and contented. Glad to hear
of the peace.
[on cover:]
Abraham
25th April 1838
Genl. Jesup
Comdg Army
Tampa
Recd. 30th Apl. '38
[Negro Abraham to Cae Hajo*]
Tampa Bay
11th Sept. 1837

Abram sends this talk
to Cae Hajo.-,
When I heard that you had gone in to Fort King
-I longed to have a talk with you but we are too
far apart for that and I have asked our Agent to
write to you what I would say.
I wish you to remember that you and I went to
Arkansas together and now recollect that one rainy
evening after passing a hill we sat down together
on a bee tree which we had found & felled. The
country was a good one and while sitting there a
deer came down close to us-We had no arms and
could not shoot it.-You said-“Abram, I used to
think that all the whites hated us, but I now believe
they wish us to live. This is a rich country and we
will return home & tell the truth. That talk remains on my memory and my tongue and heart remain the same. I have one tongue & one heart only.
Now remember that during the late Treaty you
and I sat down one day on a pine tree near this post
-The country around was pine barren and we were
hungry & had nothing to eat.-You spoke of the
*National Archives, War Dept., Gen. Jesup papers, no. 2.
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same subject as when we sat together on the bee
tree in the rich soil of Arkansas.
Cae Hajo-You have since talked to the General
as you then talked to me. You did not know who
would Kill you first-the whites or yr own people.
If you can believe me listen to me-and I have
been known to you so long that I think I have a
right to expect credit for my talk.
Come in with as many of yr people as you can
& if you can bring none come alone.
Do not sacrifice yourself to the advice of crazy
men.
My heart is heavy for you and Micconope &
Jumper. If my advice was ever friendly to youbelieve it to be so now.
The Miccosucos threaten me and you and others
-Why fear them? Are the Seminoles conquered
by the Miccosucos - I am not, for one, & I expect
yet to see some of them by a want of bread at my
door as they have done heretofore.
You have passed yr word and let that prevail
over the advice of crazy people.-Think in a minute
as much as in a day and act.
Your friend
SOUANAFFE TUSTENUKKE
[busk-name of Abraham]

Fort Gibson July 27, 1845*
General :The day you left, I heard that “Miconopy” and
some of his principal men had arrived on the opposite bank of the river, and were much disappointed to learn that you had already gone to Fort Smith
-I thought no more of it-but, yesterday afternoon,
I was honoured with a call from Miconopy, his
*Original in P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University
of Florida.
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chiefs, attendants, interpreters, &c - You know my
partiality for IndiansAfter listening to talks, and congratulations :in order to get rid of my red brethren. I promised
to write to-day, and relate to you, so minutely, all
they desired you to know, that it would be almost
as well for them as if they had had a personal interview - Whereupon, they concluded to go into
Council until this morning, and then favour me with
their presence, and, at the same time, dictate and
have written under their own supervision, the
“talk” to be sent to you-You have the result of
their meditations, together with “Wild-Cat’s” personal notions and recollections, herewith enclosed“Abram” says his conduct in Florida in favour
of the whites, has procured him many enemies, and
that he leads an uncertain and unhappy life-Knowing “Abram”, you will be able to judge how much
of this is true - I am. General,
Your most obedient Servant
Maj. Genl Jesup
Chas O. Collins
Q. Master General
Fort Smith
Arks
Fort Gibson July 27, 1845*
Miconopy (“The Governor”) :- “WildCat”,
“Alligator,” "Tiger,” “old-bear,” “The broom,”
and “George Cloud” (nephew of old “Cloud").
Chiefs and sub-chiefs of the Seminoles, send by the
mouth of “Wild-Cat” this “talk,” to the War-Chief
General Jesup“General
“We have scarcely come in time to see your
foot-“print”“The moment we heard You were here, we start*Original in P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University
of Florida.
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“ed to meet “You face to face- We are too late”“You were a great way from home, and were lonely
“-You have gone to see your wife “and little ones
“ -“It is right”“When you come again towards the setting sun,
“send word “beforehand, to our First Chief and
“Governor, Miconopy, and we will all come and
“shake hands with you” - “You are a friend”
“May the Great Spirit spare us to meet once
“more, face to face, and have a straight talk”-The
“before-written “talk” was delivered by “Wild“Cat” in presence of all the named Chiefs, and in“terpreted by “Abram” and “Cudjoe" - It was
“written, paragraph by paragraph, as delivered :“when finished; was read by sentences, and inter“preted to the Chiefs by the negroes, and each sen“tence received the full sanction of all assembled“Wild-Cat” then said, in presence of all the
“Chiefs - “I wish to send a “short talk” of my
“own" - Permission was granted and “Wild-Cat”
“spoke as follows-all present, Abram- interpreter“Now speak to the General for Wild Cat”“After seeing you in Washington, I started for
“home And arrived safely”- “I have not yet fin“ished my cabin and have, therefore, much to do,
“and am very busy”-“The Seminoles were scat“tered all about when I returned”-“The Presi“dent promised to feed them nine months-whereas
“the treaty says but six months”“We are very hungry, and do not expect to make
‘‘much corn”
“I hope you will see that “the promise for nine
“months is not “forgotten”“All the promises made “to us, have not been
“f u l f i l l e d ”-
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“When I see you, I shall "tell you all that has
“happened and all that you said to me “in Florida
“and in Washington”“I send my respects to “Your Wife-She gave me
“a good dinner! I remember your “children-they
‘‘can sing“If the Great Spirit will “allow me, I shall visit
“your Wife and children again, “and shall sing to
“t h e m ”“This Coacoochee says”
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NOTES ON THE CATALOGO DE LOS FONDOS
DE LAS FLORIDAS *

AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF OTHER FLORIDA ARCHIVAL
MATERIAL FOR THE SECOND SPANISH PERIOD
by A LBERT C. M ANUCY

Above and beyond everything else in importance
was the River.
The River was the highway to the sea, and the
sea - and only the sea - made foreign commerce
possible, as well as progress and life itself. 1
The reference is to the great Mississippi, and
on this keynote is sounded the broad theme of
Catalogo de los Fondos de las Floridas, which, in
free translation might be titled “Catalog of the
Florida Papers.” Published in format similar to
the well-known Carnegie archival guides, the book
is an illuminating index to an interesting period in
the history of the area between Savannah and New
Orleans, from the Florida Keys to the lower Mississippi Valley.
Dr. Guillermo de Zendegui, Secretary of the
Sociedad Colombista Panamericana, who writes a
prefatory essay to the book, not only has the Latin
viewpoint in his examination of the historical niche
occupied by Florida, but his discerning eye also
traces the fundamental factors underlying the
“manifest destiny” of the Floridas. His essay is
a distinct and noteworthy contribution to the historical literature of the southeast, and we take the
liberty of translating a few of the significant
passages :
*Joaquin Llaverilas, Catalogo de los Fondos de las Floridas
(Archivo Nacional de Cuba, Havana, 1944). Preface by Guillermo de Zendegui, Secretary of la Sociedad Colombista Panamericana. xcvii plus 325 plus 10 pp., facsimile. Index. Obtainable
from El Archivo Nacional de Cuba, Havana, Cuba.
1. Catalogo, v.
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The flag of a foreign power (he writes), irreconcilable with the beliefs, traditions and idiosyncrasies
of the Anglosaxon population of North America,
waved proudly over the very mouth of the Father of
Waters, closed to free commerce without recourse
by an absurd and antiquated policy of mercantile
monopolism that had come to be the essence of the
spirit of the colonial regime in America. . . . 2
A great river to the west, a mountain range to
the east, the region of the great lakes to the north;
while to the south there was only an imaginary line,
which, leaving the mouth of the St. Marys river on
the Atlantic coast, followed an indefinite degree of
latitude until it joined the valley of the Mississippi
a few miles north of Baton Rouge. Such were the
limits of the vast territory that England had transferred, without ever having owned it, to the newborn North American republic. . . .
If beyond the Mississippi and the Great Lakes
there were no limits restricting the ambition of the
colonist, to the south a fringe of land scarcely 150
miles broad separated the frontiersman from the
coast; and this strip of land was West Florida. For
men accustomed to conquering enormous distances,
for whom a journey of 10 or 15 days and nights
constituted something so normal and frequent as a
trip of a few hours might be for us today, the
Spanish territory must have seemed only a stepthe last step that separated them from the sea.
Certainly, the dike was much too weak to contain the flood. . . . 3
In truth, neither Louisiana nor the Floridas were
colonized in the real sense of the word by any of the
three powers who alternately possessed them:
France, England and Spain. The last conceded them
2. Catalogo, vi
3. Catalogo, viii.
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always a predominantly military and strategic
value. To colonize is to settle; one does not colonize
with soldiers, but with families. . . . The true soldier
fights because victory is his aim. The colonist battles because victory is the means of realizing a
broader and more pacific end.
For the Spanish, Louisiana was only the
back yard of New Orleans, and the Floridas were
sand and marsh where, ironically, only the name was
agreeable. The great peninsula, artificial paradise
for today’s tourists, in the long ago was an immense desert where the Everglades were but rookeries for the birds; and in its large lagoons and
natural canals, the crafty alligator imposed his law.
Only one town with the pretensions of a city, St.
Augustine in the extreme northeast of the peninsula,
kept the banner of Spain flying from the walls of
its forts as the sole tangible sign of domination. St.
Augustine condensed all the poor life of East Florida, and its possession was equivalent to dominion
of the province.
To the west of the Perdido river, limit of the
two Floridas, extended the strip of land which, like
a bridge, united the peninsula with Louisiana.
That poor colony, also low and sandy, was West
Florida, which for Spain was equivalent to saying
Mobile and Pensacola. In early days two fortified
places guarding the shores of the Mexican Gulf,
toward the last of the Spanish dominion both cities
nevertheless came to be centers of an active contraband commerce-abodes for adventurers and outlaws come from the interior with the worst intentions, and with no scarcity there also of redskins
who were initiated by the whites in the arts and
skills of illicit commerce and barter as means of obtaining alcohol, arms and gunpowder. . . .4
_________
4. Catalogo, ix.
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It was neither ignorance nor torpidity that
finally occasioned the loss of these colonies to Spain.
It was impotence-simply and plainly the lack of
human, economic and military resources to impose
and maintain in practice a legal right.
If in the diplomatic order Spain did not lose opportune chances to prop up her colonial power, in
the field of action she also tried, with identical aims,
every means within her reach. It was no secret to
Spanish governors that their authority over such
vast territories was a political fiction from the moment when they could not muster sufficient co-active means for enforcing it; and that such provinces
were fatally condemned to a precarious existence
because Spain lacked enough over-population for
colonizing them and, finally, sufficient acquisitive
power for absorbing their products in a regimen
of rigorous monopoly. . . .5
Dr. Zendegui laments that Nothing of Spain remains in those lands, nothing of note, of intrinsic
value. Of course some few stones, remnants of our
rich military architecture, are offered, however, to
the visitor at Mobile, Pensacola or St. Augustine as
unique testimonials to the colonial times. “‘This
the Spaniards built,” the present day guide tells
us, and perhaps adds some dull history of dons and
senoritas invented in the tourist bureau, as lacking
in grace and authenticity as these most modest
relics, after coarse reconstructions, are distant from
their original appearance. 6
Will you not agree that this justified critique
should give us pause? It can be definitely helpful
in working out an improved-a truer and more effective-interpretation of the Spanish heritage rep5. Catalogo, x.
6. Catalogo, xiv.
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resented in our historic sites and buildings. The
physical evidences of “it happened here” are an
often neglected means of teaching history in a way
that it can be well remembered, and therefore do the
most good. They are the means of inducing in those
who see them an understanding of Spanish background-not as curiosa of the past, but as useful
information for the future. After all, our next door
neighbors are Latins just a few generations removed
from the Spaniards who lived where we live now.
It is much easier to get along with your neighbor
if you know a little something about his antecedents.
Too often in days gone by, interpretation of
sites and buildings left here by the Spaniard has
been woefully lacking in both realism and understanding. It is not difficult to see that our lack of
perspicacity in this regard can be an irritant to the
Latin visitor as well as a source of misinformation
for others. While some interpretive errors may be
charged off to ignorance, that excuse will not be
valid much longer: books like the Catalogo light
the way to knowledge.
Cuba preserves some scattered bundles of the
Archive of the Floridas, says Zendegui. They were
left here through forgetfulness, and we can also
say, through the justice of destiny, with the nation
that undertook the guardianship of those colonies,
who was present at their birth, contributed to their
settlement, and provided their necessities during
many long years.
This book is dedicated to these precious relics
. . . .7
M IGRATIONS

OF

THE

F LORIDA

A RCHIVES

To trace the voyages of Spanish Florida ar7. Catalogo, xv.
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chival papers is almost as complicated, if not so
exciting, as following the odyssies of the ancient
Greeks. 8 Virtually all the papers relating to the
first Spanish period left Florida with the Spaniards
in 1764. 9 At the close of the second Spanish occupation, a similar archival exodus began, interrupted
to some extent by United States’ insistence that
treaty terms be adhered to: viz., that “archives
and documents directly relative to the property and
sovereignty" 10 of the Floridas be delivered into
the hands of United States officials properly authorized to receive them. One result of this insistence is the present collection of East Florida
Spanish Papers, some 65,000 documents, in the
Library of Congress. The fact that the East Florida Papers cover a considerably wider field than
the prescribed “property and sovereignty” seems
not to have bothered the early American authorities
The text of the Catalogo de los Fondos de las Floridas, less
preface, introduction, and facsimile, has been reprinted under the
following title: Documents Pertaining to the Floridas Which Are
Kept in Different Archives of Cuba. Appendix Number 1: Official List of Documentary Funds of the Floridas-now Territories
of the States of Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia and
Florida-Kept in the National Archives [Sociedad Colombista
Panamericana,] Havana, 1945.) v plus 317 pp. $2.50. This reprint
is prefaced by Presidential Decree No. 2624 of the Republic of
Cuba, which recognizes the work of La Sociedad Colombista Panamericana, and, among other things, authorizes the Sociedad to
conduct work in Cuban archives, and to publish the results of its
researches. The Sociedad offers a photostat duplication service
covering the records listed in the volume.
8. See Roscoe R. Hill, Descriptive Catalog of the Documents relating to the History of the United States in the Papeles Procedentes de Cuba (Washington, D. C.. 1916). x ff. ; Luis M.
Perez, Guide to the Materials for American History in Cuban
Archives (Washington, D. C., 1907), 1 ff. ; Irene A. Wright,
“The Odyssey of the Spanish Archives of Florida", Hispanic
American Essays (Chapel Hill, 1942) ; and Catologo, xvii ff.
The latter reproduces several inventories of papers shipped
from Havana after 1888, as Hill does also.
9. A few came back: witness, for example, the 1737-1741 gubernatorial correspondence in the East Florida Papers, Library
of Congress.
10. Catalogo, xvii.
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in the least. On the other hand, they were highly
concerned over the fact that other papers, relating
at least in part to land grants, had slipped through
their fingers and reposed in Spanish hands at
Havana.
And there they stayed, in spite of the best efforts of United States deputies, 11 until orders from
Spain at last took them, together with thousands of
other records, across the Atlantic to the Archivo
General de Indias at Seville in 1888. The section
thus formed in the Archivo at Seville was topographically, if not altogether accurately, entitled
“Papeles Procedentes de la Isla de Cuba,” which
in less formal phraseology means simply “papers
coming from Cuba.” Hill estimates that the Cuban
Papers include 1,250,000 documents (1767-1865.) 12
By no means all of them relate to Florida.
Nor did all of the documents in Cuba actually
go to Spain. A few bundles stayed in Havana,
either because they were inadvertently over-looked,
or because they were of continuing local value in
administrative, judicial or real estate matters. These
retained documents, subjected to the vicissitudes of
a nation struggling for independence, diminished
even further in volume. But eventually they came
to form the nucleus of the Cuban National Archives.
The Archivo Nacional de Cuba, wrote Luis
Perez, “contains practically all of the archives of
the old Spanish government which remain in the
island. . . . It is the lineal successor of the Archivo
General, the general depository at Havana into
which the Spanish government gathered all its ar11. For a history of the U. S. efforts, see Catalogo, xvii ff.,
where much correspondence is reproduced in full; and A. J.
Hanna, “Diplomatic Missions of the United States to Cuba
to Secure the Spanish Archives of Florida”, Hispanic American Essays.
12. Hill, xi.
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chives, but which was relieved of a great part of its
content. . . by that government when it retired from
the island in 1898." 13
F LORIDA

M ATERIAL

IN

C UBAN

A RCHIVES

A general list of the Florida papers remaining
in Cuban archives was prepared by Sr. Perez in his
Guide to the Materials for American History in
Cuban Archives. “The documents which exist in
the Cuban archives relating to the United States,”
wrote Perez in 1907, “are scattered through various classes or series of papers, and the archives
themselves, moreover, are not systematically
arranged." 14
In spite of such obstacles, Perez evolved a happy
solution by listing the records in a combined system
of subject matter and chronological arrangement.
He divided the Florida papers categorically into five
sections : general history (1737-1799) and ecclesiastical history (1696-1786) for East Florida ; general
history (1765-1818) and ecclesiastical history (17711803, 1824) for Louisiana and West Florida; and
general history (1805-1821) for East and West
Florida.
A brief listing of heads under the first of those
sections (general history, East Florida) indicates
clearly and typically the multiplicity of problems
facing the colonials in the northeastern section of
our State:
1737. Spanish designs against the settlements in
Georgia
1738. Fortification of St. Augustine and
Apalache
1740. Siege of St. Augustine
13. Perez, 1
14. Perez, vii.
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1746. Troops for St. Augustine; supposed expedition against St. Augustine
1748. Complaints regarding the situado
1758. Havana fishermen attacked by Florida
Indians; contracts for supplies to Florida
1760. Commerce
1763. Cession of Florida
1764. Emigrants from Florida to Cuba
1784. Report of resistance to Spanish
occupation
1791. Money and provisions sent from Havana
1792. Emigrants from Cuba
1794. Preparations against invasion
1796. Construction of a powder magazine at St.
Augustine
Typical subject matter listed by Perez under
East Florida ecclesiastical history includes oil and
candles for the churches, money and supplies for the
padres, various Franciscan missions, conversion of
the Indians, and what is perhaps of unique interest,
spiritual care of the Minorcan settlers in English
Florida after 1770. West Florida and Louisiana
church documents refer to plans for the introduction of the Capuchins in Louisiana, the sending of
Irish priests to West Florida parishes, and the retirement of the Ursulines to Havana.
General historical documents for Louisiana and
West Florida cover such matters as gubernatorial
appointments, the situado, commerce, military matters like the Galvez’ expedition against Pensacola,
the 1781 Natchez rebellion, Indian affairs, the
Acadian settlers, censuses, the Bowles affair-all
in such quantity as to indicate that the larger portion of the Florida papers relates to this topographical area.
The East- and West-Florida section relates
principally to the letters of the intendant: very full
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information on the financial and military conditions
of the Floridas from 1805 until the cession. “The
expedientes,” Perez explained, “go into numerous
details, revealing very fully the internal situation
of the provinces, and the intendant’s dispatches . . .
contain observations and reflections of the greatest
interest regarding the policy pursued by the United
States." 15
It should be noted that while the extreme dates
listed by Perez are 1696-1824, coverage prior to
1784 is desultory, and the mass of the material falls
within the 1784-1821 period.
THE CATALOGO

Since the publication of the Perez guide, archival
changes have taken place. The Catalogo lists the
Florida material which now remains in the Archivo
Nacional, and Llaverias has reprinted the Florida
section of Sr. Perez’guide, adding present archival
designations and locations of documents listed by
Perez. Thus, while the Catalogo does not catalog
the Perez entries which are in other Cuban repositories (such as the Episcopal Archives of Havana),
it does make the Perez list presently useful by
showing existing locations of these materials. And
for the records actually in the Archivo Nacional, the
Catalogo furnishes an excellent supplement to
Perez’ general and more or less chronological list.
As Dr. Zendegui so aptly put it, “Captain Llaverias
has fought a new battle and has conquered. This
book is the trophy of victory." 16
And while the advent of the Catalogo by no
means puts Perez' Guide out of the picture-the
Guide is still an excellent handbook for a quick sur15. Perez, 104
16. Catalogo, xv.
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vey of certain historical materials to be found in
Cuba-the Catalogo is a definitive index to Florida
material in the Archivo Nacional.
Compared with the large collections of Spanish
Florida archival materials which now fortunately
exist in United States repositories, the similar
records in the Archivo Nacional de Cuba are small.
But their importance seems out of proportion to
size. The significance of the Archivo collection may
lie in the fact that it contains many documents
that may not be preserved elsewhere. The very
fact that a good portion of the papers held in Cuba
were not considered to be of sufficient historical
value for shipment to Spain is the basis for our
statement.
As indicated in the Catalogo, geographical
coverage includes the two Floridas of the late 18th
and early 19th centuries, i.e., East Florida, West
Florida, and Louisiana, with a few documents
ranging up the Mississippi valley. Though there are
items dated as early as 1732 and as late as 1838,
most of the papers fall between 1784 and 1821.
As might be expected after what these papers
have endured, they are fragmentary. Yet, as Capt.
Llaverias reports by way of explaining the nature
of the collection, “ . . . we have been able to recover
an increasing number of expedientes of definite
value relative to the Floridas and Louisiana, which
were found mixed with other papers without any
index, and which have [now] been classified alphabetically. . . . Further, included in this Catalog are
reference cards noticing documents related to the
Floridas or Louisiana, which form part of the
definitively inventoried records. . . ." 17
There is a wide variety of subject matter. All
entries in the Catalogo are alphabetical, by subject.
17. Catalogo, lxii-lxiii.
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If you want the papers of Governor Coppinger, for
instance, you look under the heading “Coppinger.”
For Pablo Castello, see “Castello.” Pensacola
items are listed under “Pensacola,” and so on. An
even more detailed breakdown of subject matter is
provided in the general index at the back of the
book.
Thus, even obscure subjects are made readily
available. Naturally there is considerable duplication in this system, and the book consequently appears to contain more material than it actually does.
The catalog begins with Abdicacion (the Royal
Order of 1808 whereby the King abdicated his
throne in favor of his son, the Principe de Asturias),
and ends with Yanez (Felipa Yanez, a widow of
Joaquin Escalona, bar pilot at St. Augustine, who,
with her daughters, was granted aid by the Crown
in 1787). In the 2,000 or so entries parenthesized
by these two items, the student will find much that
he is looking for, and, no doubt, a great deal that
he may need but had no thought of finding here.
It may be helpful to show a typical catalog
entry, in translation. Under the subject Correspondencia, for instance, we have selected at random
the following :
“No. 31. 1769-1800. Copy book of correspondence of the Battalion of Militia of
Louisiana. [Bundle 3]”
Under the same heading of Correspondencia
there are 101 listings, relating to such varied personalities as Bernardo de Galvez, Francisco Varela,
Daniel McGillivray, William Panton, James Wilkinson, Arturo O’Neill, the Conde de Santa Clara, various other governors and a host of lesser lights,
plus petitions for and cessions of land in the
Floridas.
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One of the most voluminous sources in the Archivo appears to be the Royal Orders (Reales
Ordenes), which Perez characterized as “exceedingly valuable," 18 especially for biography and genealogy. To those unfamiliar with the Spanish “Royal
Order” it might be said that these documents
usually represent the Crown’s decision on a certain
matter submitted to him. The Order however, is
often far more than a decision; it usually paraphrases, in considerable detail, the sometimes voluminous papers received by the Crown on the matter, so that most of the previous data relating to the
question are thus contained in one document - the
Royal Order. It is as if, in reply to your friend’s
letter, you quote his own letter paragraph by paragraph to be sure he remembered exactly what he
had written-and then added a line or two of your
own !
The one illustration in the Catalogo is a tenpage facsimile of a nineteenth century transcript of
the Treaty of 1819, ceding Florida to the United
States.
NOTES

ON

COLLECTIONS

IN

THE

UNITED

STATES

The majority of the original Florida archives for
the period 1783-1821 are thus divided among four
repositories: (1) the Archivo General de Indias at
Seville, Spain, where they are grouped in the division entitled Papeles Procedentes de Cuba ; (2) the
Archivo Nacional de Cuba at Havana ; (3) the
Library of Congress (East Florida Spanish Papers
in the Manuscript Division) ; and (4) the Florida
State Department of Agriculture at Tallahassee
(certain papers relating to land claims). Somewhat
scattered original documents are to be found else_________
18. Perez, 19
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where, such as in the St. Johns County Courthouse
at St. Augustine, but these four places are by far the
most important.
In years past, extensive duplication work by the
Library of Congress, the Florida State Historical
Society and other agencies has brought a good portion of the Papeles de Cuba from Seville to the
United States in the form of photostats, microfilms,
and transcripts. The largest and most comprehensive selection of purely Florida, material is doubtless that of the Florida State Historical Society (the
Stetson collection of Spanish photostats), now in the
Library of Congress, but, unfortunately, not accessible for student use. The Library of Congress
has in addition 75,000 pages of copies from the
Papeles de Cuba. 19 How much duplication there is
between the Stetson collection and the Library of
Congress selections is undetermined.
Other organizations have also obtained Papeles
de Cuba material. The North Carolina State Department of Archives and History has some 2,000
pages in transcript or photostat form. 20 Through
the microfilm work of the National Park Service, the
North Carolina collection has been microfilmed and
is now available not only at Raleigh, but at Castillo
19. For an indication of the Library of Congress coverage of
the Cuban Papers, see post, Appendix.
20. List of the Papeles Procedentes de Cuba in the Archives of
the North Carolina Historical Commission (N. C. Historical
Records Survey, Raleigh, 1942). See post, Appendix, for
indication of coverage. Most of these papers have been
translated to English. The translations are available in
the N. C. State Department of Archives and History (the
present official title of the N. C. Historical Commission)
at Raleigh, and, apparently, in the Library of Congress. Less
complete collections of the translations are found at Castillo
de San Marcos National Monument, the Florida Historical
Society and the St. Augustine Historical Society, all at St.
Augustine; the Florida State Library, at Tallahassee; the
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History at the University
of Florida, and the University of Georgia Library at Athens.
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de San Marcos National Monument 21 (St. Augustine), at the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History
(University of Florida), and at the library of the
University of Georgia. Other repositories containing important material from the Florida archives
of the second Spanish occupation include the Mississippi State Department of Archives and History,
Wisconsin Historical Society, Louisiana Historical
Society, Missouri Historical Society, the Riggs
Library of Georgetown University, Durrett Library
(Louisville, Ky.), the St. Augustine Historical
Society, the United States State Department’s
Bureau of Rolls and Library, and the National
Archives. These collections supplement, and in
some cases duplicate, portions of the larger collection in the Library of Congress.
Dr. James Alexander Robertson performed a
notable service for Florida historians in his List of
Documents in Spanish Archives relating to the History of the United States, which have been Printed
or of which Transcripts are Preserved in American
Libraries. There is an urgent need today for a
similar list to include the wealth of Florida material
that has been brought to the United States since the
publication of Dr. Robertson’s List. For as long as
important Florida sources remain scattered among
numerous repositories as now is the case, just that
21. A complete calendar to this microfilm, which, in addition to
659 late 18th century documents from the Papeles de Cuba,
includes 1236 documents related mainly to Old Florida during
the 1650-1750 period, has been compiled by the historical
staff at Castillo de San Marcos,* and is now available for
use at the Castillo. For a general description of the North
Carolina Spanish papers, see Guide to the Manuscript Col-

lections in the Archives of the North Carolina Historical

Commission (Raleigh 1942), pp. 126-128.
*(This calendar, without which these records would be of little
service to anyone, was compiled by Mr. Albert C. Manucy,
author of this article and secretary of the Florida Historical
Society. - Ed.)
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long must Florida’s historians dash hither and yon,
using valuable time to find records, and consequently
spending less time to work them.
The Catalogo is an example of what can be done
to make manuscript material easily accessible for
the student. Since it deals with a relatively small
archival section, it is perhaps more highly refined,
more detailed, than would be feasible for listing a
larger number of papers. Robertson’s List, on the
other hand, is an example of efficient handling of a
very large mass of material; but its usefulness
would have been greatly increased by the addition
of one- or two-line summaries of the contents of the
documents listed.
Though the amount of Spanish source materials
in the United States relating to Florida is tremendous in volume, there is this gleam of hope: the
archivist’s job is not an impossible one.
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APPENDIX SHOWING THE AMOUNT OF PAPELES DE CUBA
MATERIAL TO BE FOUND IN THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
AND IN THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE DEPARTMENT OF
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 22
NORTH CAROLINA

PAPELES

Legajo
No.

4
6
18
37
38
39
40
41
44
90
104
108
124
128
152
153

(largely Florida)
No. of
No. of
Total of all Number of pages*
documents (mostly Florida) documents pages
DE

CUBA

750
550
700
700
650
700
900
350
450
500
500
450
600
450
720
697

LIBRARY

OF

CONGRESS

........
........
........
1545
1820
1764
1730
........
........
........
600
1367
........
........
........
........

13
14
26
47

......
....
4
24
10
4
. . . . .
. . . . .
7
3
60
17

32
54
59
117
......
......
10
63
19
8
. . . . .
. . . . .
17
20
148
66

22. This compilation is not definitive. It is limited, so far as
possible, to Florida material. The “Papeles de Cuba”
columns are based upon Hill, op. cit., and may include much
material extraneous to Florida history. The “Library of
Congress column is based upon Jacinto Pascal, “Descriptive
List of Florida Historical Sources in the Library of Congress”
(MS., 1940), and notes kindly furnished by Mr. Edward W.
Lawson of the St. Augustine Historical Society. Since these
researchers were concerned with Florida material only, listings in this column relate almost entirely to Florida. The
“North Carolina” columns are based upon List of the Papeles
Procedentes de Cuba in the Archives of the North Carolina
Historical Commission, with additions from the writer’s
own bibliographical work in this collection. Though the majority of the North Carolina listings relate to Florida,
Louisiana and other items have not been excluded.
* As it is not possible to recheck these transcripts in the Library
of Congress until more normal times, these figures may not be
accurate in every case, but they are believed to be substantially
correct.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol25/iss1/1

70

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 25, Issue 1

CATALOGO . . .

156
158A
158B
177
182
183
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
207
211
212
216
260
274
278
560
1304
1336
1395
1425
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1445
1483
1484
1500
1501
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428
300
400
521
900
900
650
700
800
500
600
700
550
700
500
600
800
1200
800
900
400
700
500
225
248
561
600
743
472
552
572
813
250
800
772
600
539

DE

LAS

1700
674
639
........
100?
100?
........
........
........
........
........
........
........
450
........
........
........
........
........
100?
50?
100?
........
50?
428
1226
1162
1303
1449
1636
1782
........
474
1124
2184
........
1000

FLORIDAS

....
....
....
9
....
....
6
6
15
12
10
11
11
37
8
4
8
8
4
4
....
....
?
....
....
....
....
....
....
78
15
8
1
....
13
30
....

61
.......
......
......
47
......
......
18
17
52
36
35
29
40
133
20
17
35
23
10
8
......
......
?
......
......
......
......
......
......
222
44
18
2
......
44
73
......
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1502
1550
1551
1552
1555
1556
1557
1558
1559
1560
1561
1562
1564
1565
1566
1567
1568
1569
1570
1571
1573
1575
1708
1750
1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1809
1815
1856
1873
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550
390
572
442
301
429
440
444
409
291
317
239
267
463
328
342
674
368
465
331
318
400
613
1042
337
695
846
259
477
796
445
777
228
450
450
623
367

H ISTORICAL

638
938
1814
1421
767
1345
371
1138
1167
991
991
709
849?
1544?
918?
1070?
2115?
963?
1463?
1103
1329
201
........
2922
915
1469
complete?
723
837
2189
1362
2102
716
1683
374
832
845
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55
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
2
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....
....

226
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......

4
......
.. ....
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
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1874
1875
1876
1877
1900
1931
1944
1958
1963
2354
2365
2370
2371

DE LAS

602
1464
577
1358
868
2374
800
1775
750
complete?
767
2041
600
650
......
3379
600
1205
199
1004
........
156
181
........
265
........
TOTAL (approximate) 75,000
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13
7
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......

318
18
47
20
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PIONEER FLORIDA
by T. F REDERICK DAVIS
M EXICAN S QUADRON B ASED

AT

K EY W EST , 1827 *

All general encyclopedias of American biography include an account of the life of David Porter
(1780-1843), United States naval officer, whose exploits while in command of the Essex in the South
Pacific in the War of 1812, remain a saga in the
history of our early navy. These accounts, however, do not include an important event in Commodore Porter’s career, the scene of which was laid
at and around Key West, Florida, in 1827, and
therefore is a part of Florida’s history.
In 1823, Commodore Porter was given the command of the West India squadron, with specific design to suppress piracy in those waters. Besides
the regular vessels of the navy, he was directed to
assemble an additional fleet of small vessels of light
draught capable of entering the coves and shallow
harbors in pursuit of pirates who made such places
a haven. This became popularly known as the “Mosquito Fleet”. The Mosquito Fleet was quickly assembled in the North, and set sail for Key West in
February, 1823, under the command of Commodore
Porter; Key West had been selected as a base for
the operations. Among the vessels of the fleet was
a steam boat, the Sea Gull, which was originally
built for a New York-Jersey City ferry boat; she
was rigged as a steam galliot, mounted three guns
and made a very respectable appearance - (Memoir
of Commodore David Porter, of the United States
Navy, by Admiral David D. Porter, 1875). The Sea
Gull, if not the first, was certainly among the first
* No. 12 of the “Pioneer Florida” series of historical sketches
from contemporaneous sources, beginning in the October, 1943,
issue.
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steam vessels to enter Florida waters, 1823. She
was in and around Key West for a year or more.
Commodore Porter went after the pirates with
characteristic vim, and their piratical activities had
reached a low ebb when an incident occurred that
resulted in unexpected consequences to himself. In
October 1824 Lieutenant Platt commanding the
Beagle heard that stolen goods had been secreted at
Foxardo, Puerto Rico, and sailed to investigate the
report. Upon landing, Lieutenant Platt was arrested, charged with being a pirate, and put in jail,
but was released after a short confinement. Commodore Porter, greatly incensed, sailed immediately
for Foxardo, where he landed a force and demanded
an apology from the Spanish officials, which was
promptly forthcoming. It is said that Porter had
enemies among the higher-ups in the Navy Department at Washington who were on the lookout for a
pretext to punish him, and the Foxardo affair
furnished it. He was recalled to Washington and
court-martialed on the specifications of conduct
unbecoming an officer and for transcending his
authority, convicted, and sentenced to a suspension
of six months. Astonished, and smarting under this
stigma, Commodore Porter resigned his commission
in the United States navy, August 18, 1826. In the
meantime, the Mexican government had offered him
a commission as “General of Marine” in the Mexican navy, with absolute authority over all naval
affairs. Porter went to Mexico to investigate the
circumstances, and finally accepted the offer at a
salary at $12,000 a year, and other emoluments. The
combat section of the Mexican navy shortly after
Porter took charge comprised the 32-gun frigate
Libertad; brig Guerrero, new, twenty-two guns ; brig
Victoria, eighteen guns ; brig Bravo, fourteen guns ;
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schooner Herman, five guns; and two small
gunboats-(Porter, op. cit.).
Towards the end of the year, 1826, Commodore
Porter, or “General” Porter as he was called in
Mexico, embarked upon a cruise against Spanish
commerce in the vicinity of Cuba-Spain had not
recognized the independence of Mexico and the two
countries were still at war technically. He had captured two prizes, which were sent to Vera Cruz, before he was chased by a superior Spanish squadron
into one of the harbors at Key West, where he came
to anchor, presumably in the forepart of January,
1827. Here, notwithstanding the supposed neutrality
of the United States in the troubles between Spain
and her American colonies, he made a belligerent
base for operations against Spanish commerce.
As a setting for coming events related in this
account, it is well to note the general situation at
Key West at that time. It was the remotest settlement of our Southern frontier. The business of
wrecking and salvage was paramount, with extortion practiced to a large degree. Smuggling was in
full swing. The field was wide open for illegal
operations of all kinds, for there was no constituted
national authority within prompt reach to prevent
them, except as came within the province of a loose.
customs system. The town was in the Eastern Judicial District of Florida with the United States courts
held at St. Augustine, where the marshal residedtoo far away to exercise any practical restriction
against illicit transactions. There was no military
restraint. The United States naval base formerly
maintained there had been abandoned in favor of
Pensacola. Commenting upon the situation, the
editor of one of the most influential publications in
the United States 1 suggested that a Federal court
1. Niles’ Weekly Register, Baltimore, July 14, 1827. This publication will hereafter be cited as NWR.
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be established at Key West, and that an army of
soldiers be sent to protect it.
Activities of Mexican Squadron at Key West
The Mexican squadron had hardly dropped anchor at Key West when a Spanish squadron, commanded by Commodore Laborde, appeared off the
port to blockade it. The two squadrons were in
plain sight of each other. The blockade was maintained regularly though ineffectively, for there were
six channels between the Keys near Key West
through which Porter’s cruisers could slip to sea;
from previous service there these channels were
thoroughly known to him.
Commodore Porter sent out his cruisers at will.
By the end of April, twenty-one prizes, some of
them of great value, had been captured or destroyed, among them the Joren-Marie with a cargo
of dry goods valued around $150,000, captured by
the Bravo and sent to Vera Cruz. The coasting
trade of Cuba had been practically destroyed, with
the exception of fishermen, who by Porter’s express
direction was not molested. Prize goods not sent
to Mexico were easily disposed of to small craft
plying among the Keys along the Florida coast.
So it is not strange that certain inhabitants of that
region winked at the presence of the Mexican
squadron in the harbor of Key West, and cared little about the question of “neutrality”.
Prisoners taken with the prizes, totaling two
hundred or more, were either sent to Mexico as
prisoners of war or temporarily held at Key West
for exchange purposes. On the other hand, it appears that Porter’s loss in prisoners was negligible
in number and confined to a single incident: the
Bravo had taken a prize and was making for Key
West when a Spanish cruiser gave chase. To save
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the prize from being retaken, she was beached. The
prize crew aboard was a lieutenant (an American),
a mid-shipman, and a boat’s crew of ten men, with
thirty-three prisoners. They got into the long boat
and at that moment the prisoners overpowered
their captors and took them to Havana.
Commodore Porter’s activities were not confined to the sea. According to an officer of his
squadron, writing on April 29, 1827 :2 “We carry
on a most annoying system of warfare; we enter
their harbors [Cuba], burn their vessels at their
anchorage, land, march into the country, and play
them all sorts of pranks. The Spaniards do not
know what the deuce to make of it, and are getting
exceedingly alarmed ; they do not know where it
will end.’’ [Written some 115 years before, it is
striking how closely this description fits into the
pattern of the famous Commando raids of the late
World War II.]
Remarking upon the activities of the Mexican
squadron, the editor of NWR (June 2, 1827), said:
“We are at peace with the people of Cuba, and
they are among our best customers. They receive
more of our breadstuffs, meats, fish, and manufactures than all the people of Europe counted
together; and if their captain-general shall shut
his ports in retaliation of these aggressions [that
is, retaliation against the United States for allowing Porter’s squadron to remain at Key West],
as it has been suggested that he may, what shall
we think of it?”
Deeming the Cuban situation well in hand, Commodore Porter sought to enlarge the scope of his
operations by combining the Mexican and Colombian squadrons to form a fleet of sufficient strength
for open naval warfare against Spain. In May,
2. NWR, June 2, 1827.
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he sailed for Mexico in the sloop Hound, a vessel
owned at Key West, for the purpose of preparing
a reinforcement for his squadron, which remained
apparently quiescent in its Key West anchorage.
Arriving at Vera Cruz May 18, he was received
with open arms by the Mexican government, given
absolute authority over the navy, and assured that
such funds as he desired would be provided. Previously, he had made a requisition for $30,000, and
was informed that he could draw for $60,000 if he
wished, which he did, and the drafts were actually
honored in Havana!
Porter remained in Mexico more than a month,
acclaimed by the Mexican people as a national hero.
He fitted out two vessels as a reinforcement for
his squadron and returned to Key West, to find
Laborde’s blockade still maintained. About this
time, the Colombian privateer Carobobo put into
Key West; then, accompanied by the Bravo, sailed
several miles out to sea, where the Colombian flag
was lowered and the Mexican flag hoisted, with
ceremonies. This seems to have been the first step
in combining the navies of the two Republics. The
incident almost marked the close of Porter’s career
with the Mexican navy, for the time being at least.
As the flags were being exchanged, Spanish cruisers
from Laborde’s squadron hove in sight. In the pursuit Porter was in grave danger of being captured,
but he out-maneuvered the Spaniards and reached
Key West in safety.
Early in July, Commodore Porter, in the Mexican brig-of-war Guerrero, sailed for Pensacola and
New Orleans, for the main purpose of recruiting an
additional force for his squadron. Upon arrival at
Pensacola he learned that the United States government had decided to investigate the affairs at Key
West. 3
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4

Accounts of the activities of the Mexican squadron at Key West began to appear in the American
press as early as February 3, 1827, and with increasing frequency and detail thereafter. Our government took no official action in the matter further
than addressing a note of inquiry to the Mexican
Minister at Washington, who in answer gave assurances that due respect should be paid to the United
States, until it received a formal note of protest
from the Spanish government, dated May 31, 1827,
containing charges that the Mexican squadron was
making a belligerent base of the port of Key West,
in violation of the treaties of neutrality between the
United States and Spain.
Henry Clay, Secretary of State, acknowledged
the Spanish note June 9th. 5 In his reply he discussed at length the question of what constituted a
breach of neutrality under existing treaties, being
careful to point out that Spain herself was violating
the laws of neutrality by maintaining a blockade of
the port of Key West. In commenting upon the
activities of the Mexican squadron as communicated
in the Spanish protest, he remarked: “If the force
of Commodore Porter, while his squadron has been
at Key West, has been augmented, if he has availed
himself of that position to send out Cruizers for the
purpose of annoying the Spanish Commerce, and
capturing Spanish Vessels, and returning into port
with them, and if he has undertaken to sell his prizes
3. The foregoing concerning the activities of Porter’s Mexican
squadron is derived from various newspaper and private
accounts published in NWR, 1827, issues of: Jan. 13 ; Feb. 3 ;
Mar. 31; Apr. 14, 28 ; May 19; June 2, 9, 30 ; July 14, 21, 28;
Aug. 18, 25.
4. The official documents cited are in The National Archives,
Washington, War Records, E. G. Campbell, Director.
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in that port, he has abused the hospitality of the
United States.” Abandoning the “if’s", Clay continued in a positive tone: “Assuming the accuracy
of the documents transmitted by you to this Department, which we have no reason to doubt, Commodore
Porter has made a belligerent use of that station
[Key West], which he ought not to have done. This
being the first authentic information which we have
received of his illegal conduct, I have the satisfaction to inform you that prompt and efficient measures will be taken to cause the neutrality of the
United States to be duly respected by Commodore
Porter’s squadron in the port of Key West.”
June 14, 1827, the Navy Department issued
orders to the commander of the naval forces at Pensacola, Commodore C. G. Ridgley, to proceed to Key
West and make an investigation of the situation
there. In doing this Ridgely was directed to conduct
the investigation in “the most conciliatory and least
offensive manner to the Commander of the Mexican
forces." 6
On the same day (June 14, 1827), the Secretary
of the Treasury despatched directions to the Collector of Customs at Key West, William Pinkney, to
enforce the law of neutrality against the Mexican
squadron. “In doing this you are authorized to call
to your aid any part of the naval forces of the
United States that you may have in your power to
communicate with at Key West should such aid become necessary in order to give the law effect.” A
5. H. Clay, Secretary of State, to Hilario de Rivas y Salmon,
Charge d’Affaires from Spain, 9 June, 1827 : Notes to Foreign
Legtions, Vol. 3.
6. Ridgely to Secy. of the Navy, Aug. 6, 1827: Records of the
Navy Dept., Captains’ Letters.

Published by STARS, 1946

81

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 25 [1946], Iss. 1, Art. 1
72

T HE F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

copy of the orders from the Navy Department to
Commodore Ridgely was enclosed. 7
Coincidentally, Ridgely’s orders and Commodore
Porter arrived at Pensacola about the same time.
Ridgely communicated the gist of his orders to Porter ; this was the first notice the latter had received
that the United States was preparing to take a hand
in the affairs at Key West, as already noted in this
account. Porter replied to Ridgely’s letter without
delay, July 13th. He emphatically denied any violation of the neutrality of the United States, stating
that he was at Key West upon the hospitality of the
place, and that “when it is no longer agreeable to
the government of the United States that the naval
forces of Mexico shall enjoy the hospitality of Key
West, and the fact shall be officially communicated
to me, I shall [leave], so soon as I am also officially
informed that the blockade is raised and the squadron now in pursuit of me have returned to a Spanish
port and the sea left free for me to depart from the
anchorage at Key West; on no other terms should
I be justified in doing so”. 8 Commodore Porter left
Pensacola the next day and went to New Orleans.
Commodore Ridgely, in the U. S. sloop-of-war Hornet, sailed for Key West on the 16th, to start his
investigation.
Ridgely’s “investigation” was influenced largely by a report of William Pinkney, the Collector at
Key West, July 25, 1827, summarizing the activities
of the Mexican squadron since its arrival in that
port. Pinkney acquitted the commodore of the Mexican forces of every suspicion of a charge of having
violated the rights and jurisdiction of the United
States. In a lengthy postscript to his account, he
7. Richard Rush (Secy. of the Treas.) to William Pinkney,
Collector, Key West, June 14, 1827: R. G. 56, Gen. Records
of Treas. Dept.
8. NWR, Sept. 8, 1827.
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explained his own action in selling U. S. navy spars
to one of the Mexican ships of war. 9 Ridgely accepted Pinkney’s statements as a full exposition of
the matter as contemplated by his instructions, and,
considering his duties accomplished, he returned to
Pensacola August 5th.
While Ridgely was investigating, Commodore
Porter was in New Orleans, where he was accorded
cordial hospitality. At a public banquet in his honor
a toast was given, “Commodore Porter : The hero of
Valparaiso, and the fearless champion of American
liberty.” Loud and repeated bursts of applause
greeted this toast. At New Orleans, Porter’s main
business was to secure recruits for his ships. He
publicly distributed a broadside setting forth the
inducements for enlisting in the Mexican navy. One
of these broadsides fell into the hands of the U. S.
District Attorney, who proceeded to explain,
through the medium of a New Orleans newspaper,
the illegality of recruiting citizens of the United
States for service with foreign nations ; he had some
of the recruits arrested and put in jail. 10 Nevertheless, the people of New Orleans, like the people of
Key West, were not impressed by the violation.
A definitive account of what happened at Key
West after Ridgely’s departure is not obtainable.
The fact that Pinkney, who was charged with the
responsibility of enforcing the neutrality laws,
never called upon the naval forces indicates a peaceable procedure. Porter remained in New Orleans
certainly until August 20, but unquestionably kept
in close touch with his squadron at Key West. Presumably aware that “it is no longer agreeable to the
government of the United States that the naval
forces of Mexico shall enjoy the hospitality of Key
9. Pinkney to Ridgely, July 25, 1827: Naval Records, Captains’
Letters, July-October, 1827.
10. NWR, Sept. 8, 15, 1827.
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West” he decided to depart when Laborde’s blockade was either temporarily or purposely lifted.
Under date of August 31, 1827, Pinkney notified the
Treasury Department that “the Mexican Squadron
put to Sea at an early period this morning. The
Spanish Squadron has not been seen off [Key West]
for some time”. 11
So ended an event that could have easily exploded into far-reaching consequences. Had the
Captain-General of Cuba closed his ports to our
commerce, as was contemplated, the United States
would have been forced to break diplomatic relations
with Spain. Had Laborde gone in and attacked
Porter’s squadron in the harbor of Key West, as a
strong sentiment in Cuba favored, citing as a precedent the occupation of Pensacola 12 by General Andrew Jackson in 1814 and 1818, it would have meant
war with the United States, and in all probability the
loss of Cuba as a possession of Spain.
Commodore Porter remained with the Mexican
navy until 1829. He had become involved with the
Mexican government ostensibly over matters of
“policy”, but in fact it was intrigue and treachery
on the part of certain Mexican officials. Never condemned by the people of the United States, especially of the South, for the act that brought about his
court-martial, and forgiven by ‘“official’” Washington under the influence of his long-time friend
Andrew Jackson, who had just been inaugurated
President of the United States, Commodore Porter
returned to his native land. He was immediately
offered several important positions, but declined
them. When President Jackson offered him an appointment as consul-general to the Barbary States,
11. Records of Dept. of State: Miscellaneous Letters, AugustDecember, 1827.

12. NWR, June 9, 1827.
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which was more to his liking, he accepted it. From
this post he was transferred to Constantinople as
charge d’affaires, and in 1831 was made minister
resident there, which post he held until his death in
1843-(Porter, op. cit.). Two of the most distinguished officers of the United States navy were
guided in their preliminary training by Commodore
Porter-his son, David D. Porter and David G. Farragut, the latter of whom he had adopted in 1809.
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THE PORT OF ST. AUGUSTINE DURING THE
BRITISH REGIME
by

WILBUR

H.

PART

SIEBERT

II

The Port During the Revolution
Loyal to King George III, East Florida soon
became involved with her rebellious neighbors to the
northward. Wartime was reflected in the shipping
at St. Augustine and the privateering in nearby
waters. The first hostility of that neighborhood was
the seizure of one hundred and eleven barrels and
thirty-seven kegs of gunpowder from the English
brigantine Betsy in July 1775 by a South Carolina
sloop outside the bar. The aggressor escaped to the
northward. 1
The town was guarded off shore in early autumn
(1775) only by a decked schooner of fourteen tons,
Captain Mulcaster’s decked boat, and the pilot
launch of sixteen oars in two banks. On October 1
the man-of-war schooner St. Lawrence (Captain
Graves) arrived off the bar and took on the pilots.
Under a freshening wind the schooner stood off and
on until the next morning, when it sailed in at threequarters flood tide without touching the bar. Its
presence in port improved the people’s morale, but
could not dispel their fears that the Prosper and
three other privateers from Carolina would soon invade Florida waters. 2
On February 2, 1776, Governor Tonyn ordered
Major Furlong to take steps for defense, including
the requiring of all vessels entering port, except
1. Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774 to 1785. DeLand,
1929. 2 vols. I, 21-22.
2. Siebert, "Privateering in East Florida Waters and Northward in the Revolution,” Florida Historical Quarterly, Oct.
1943, pp. 65-66.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol25/iss1/1

86

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 25, Issue 1

BRITISH

ST.

AUGUSTINE

77

king’s ships, to anchor at the ballast bank to be
searched for arms and armed men. Certain signals
would show that vessels might come in. The batteries would fire at any approaching nearer than the
place designated .3 By summer Tonyn was commissioning privateers to operate along the Georgia
coast, but people there were expecting General Lee’s
expedition against St. Augustine to stop such operations. The news of the intended expedition brought
by the royal ship Raven (Captain Stanhope) caused
Tonyn to summon the sloop Otter (Captain Squires)
from the St. Johns river to anchor off the bar, and
the sloop Tuncastle was sent to the St. Johns to join
two other vessels. The Governor Tonyn, private
sloop of war, of forty men and ten guns (Captain
George Osborne) was ordered up to St. Marys river
to accompany the king’s ship Lively in carrying
dispatches to royal ships in the Savannah river.
In attempting to drive some rebels from Bloody
Point, opposite Cockspur, Captain Osborne was shot
through the thighs. A sloop bound for England
from St. Augustine was captured early in October
by the Defence ship of war (Captain George Cooke)
from Annapolis, Maryland. From his prize’s two
passengers Cooke learned that the Cherokee of six
4-pounders, the Raven of sixteen 6-pounders, and
the Sphinx of twenty 9-pounders were cruising off
of Cockspur. They were from St. Augustine, which
was being guarded in part by the Otter and her
tender, the schooner Kinderhook. 4
In the fall of 1776 Tonyn’s provincial expense
was increased by caring for twenty-eight prisoners
of war and their negroes sent from Virginia by Lord
3. Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, I, 33.
4. C. O. 5/557, pp. 63-64; Edgar L. Pennington in Florida
Historical Society Quarterly, July 1930, p. 33.
Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, I, 44;
Siebert, in Florida Historical Quarterly, Oct. 1943, p. 69.
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Dunmore, also by a stream of loyalist refugees arriving from the neighboring provinces. Part of the
Virginia contingent was kept in the fort and part
on the sloop Otter, which was thus turned into a
prison ship. Captain Squires sent a dozen of these
patriots back to the fort as “too dangerous to be
kept on board.” Voyaging northward with the rest
of them, he released them near St. Marys river. In
February 1777 a double-decked brig for St. Augustine with king’s stores and dry goods from London
was captured by the armed sloop American Revenue
from Connecticut. That summer the armed ship
Hinchenbrook (Lieut. Ellis) took the American ship
Franklin off Charleston. St. Augustine again lost a
quantity of dry goods when the Judith was taken
prize by the cruiser Notre Dame. 5
Tonyn had earlier commissioned and employed
the sloop Rebecca (Captain John Mowbray) to
anchor in St. Johns river so as to secure the inland
water passage to Georgia. This would enable the
planters along the river to employ their negroes in
cutting lumber and making naval stores both for
export and for home consumption. Tonyn made
monthly contracts with the Rebecca, expecting help
from the Naval Department, but when, in April 1777,
he feared an invasion from Sunbury through the inland waterway and attacks by sea and land, he
signed a four-months contract for that sloop. Lord
Howe had already sent the Lively, a twenty-gun
ship, to place vessels for the protection of East
Florida, and the governor had procured a sloop of
fourteen guns and some armed boats to keep the
rebels from using their small boats in destroying
“all our Plantations." 6
5. Siebert, in Florida Historical Quarterly, Oct. 1943, p. 70; C. O.
5/557, p. 717.
6. C. O. 5/557, pp. 2-3, 21-24; Edgar L. Pennington in Florida
Historical Society Quarterly, July 1930, pp. 28, 30-33; Siebert,
in Florida Historical Quarterly, Oct. 1943, p. 71.
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In May the Rebecca and the Hawke were ordered
to anchor outside the bar of St. Johns river, where
they were to be joined by the Meredith and the
smaller armed vessels. But the anchored ships were
blown out to sea, where a rebel brigantine of sixteen
guns engaged the Rebecca, whose topmast was lost
and her mainsail rent. One of her men was killed
and nine were wounded. The enemy ship had some
killed. At Savannah there was fear, in March 1778,
that the coast and its trade would be distressed by
the sloop of fourteen guns (Captain Adam Bachop)
from St. Augustine. At Frederica three galleys
with two fieldpieces and troops of Colonel Elbert on
board captured the Hinchenbrook, one of the Florida
craft, and its prize, an American brig. On the other
hand the Daphne, Galatea, and Perseus, all from
Florida, made captures, including several French
merchant ships. From the latter St. Augustine received as additional prisoners of war the Chevalier
de Bretigny, sixteen of his officers, and two hundred
of his soldiers. By floating batteries and a few
armed vessels the St. Johns river was guarded from
its mouth to Panton’s Indian store. In the summer
the king’s ship Perseus, the sloop of war Otter, the
Dreadnought, the Germain, and the Thunderer, acting with the Florida troops, were about to pursue
Howe’s Continental forces, but the latter and their
galleys retreated. The sloop Tonyn's Revenge of
thirty-five men and twelve carriage guns and swivels
(Captain Adam Bachop) and the sloop Ranger of an
equal crew but only eight guns (Captain George Osborne) were taken off Charleston by the Connecticut
ship Defence (Captain Samuel Smedley) and the
French armed sloop Volant. A third privateer sloop
from Florida escaped. In early August the Otter
and the armed schooner George were dispatched
southward to take a privateer with booty from New
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Smyrna, but a violent storm wrecked them off Cape
Canaveral. 7
During the years 1776, 1777, and 1778 naval warfare out of St. Augustine seems not to have reduced
the export of native products. These were doubtless
increased by the growing immigration of loyalists.
The staples for shipment in large volume were pine
boards and lumber, oak staves and headings, mahogany, shingles, deerskins and hides, tar, pitch and
turpentine; and indigo, coffee, rice, salt, etc., were
exported in smaller amounts. 8
In the spring of 1779 East Florida waters were
still infested by privateers, three of which overhauled the Jason and its convoy about May 1. In
August the privateer sloop Mosquito of fourteen
guns from St. Augustine was seized by the sloop
Revenge of eighty men and twelve guns (Captain
Nathan Post of Saybrook, Connecticut). The news
of the blockade of Savannah by the French fleet and
an American force was delivered at New York on
November 19 by the Florida privateer Rosebud.
About the same time Governor Tonyn avoided exchanging some prisoners of war by sending them to
England by the privateer Hero. In October he had
written to Lord Germain of the capture of the sloop
Nuestra Senora del Carmen off Charleston by the
Carysfort, the prize being brought into St. Augustine with its Spanish master and crew and several
shipwrecked French sailors. Just inside the harbor
the prize grounded on a sandbar and Pilot James
Smith failed to get her off by jettisoning her cargo
of salt. Townspeople confiscated much of her sugar,
7. Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, I, 53; Siebert,
in Florida Historical Quarterly, Oct. 1943, p. 72; C. O. 5/557,
pp. 482-484; 5/558, pp. 436-437, Edgar L. Pennington, in
Florida Historical Society Quarterly, July 1930, pp. 42-46.
8. Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, I, 67-68.
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molasses, and rum before she broke up in a northeaster. 9
In August 1780 Cornwallis ordered thirty-eight
prisoners of war from Charleston to St. Augustine.
Thirty-seven of these, their twenty-six servants,
their baggage, livestock, and poultry came in the
ship Fidelity (Captain Abbot)-Alexander Moultrie
and his family in Captain Clark’s schooner. Both
vessels were without the bar on September 8, when
Pilot Smith climbed over the Fidelity’s side and
steered her out to anchor in nine fathoms of water.
Clarke’s schooner reached town by mid-afternoon.
Soon Captain Abbot and a fellow officer landed
from the ship’s yawl and asked that a vessel or two
be sent out to take off the passengers and their property. Twice bad weather obliged the Fidelity to
weigh anchor and stand out to sea. A large schooner
came alongside on the 13th and took off six carronades with their carriages, shot, and fuses, also a
quantity of provisions. Next morning another
schooner received the prisoners, servants, baggage,
animals, and poultry, and on the way up to town
grounded on a sandbank’s edge, where she spent
the night. They must have found relief when a
couple of boats took them ashore and William
Brown, the commissary of prisoners, marched them
to the state house. There they were presented to
Governor Tonyn, Lieutenant Colonel Glazier, and
other officers. They signed new paroles and soon
separated into three groups, each with its own
quarters. 10
9. Siebert, Loyalists, op. cit., I, 76; Pennington, op. cit., p. 13,
C. O. 5/559, pp. 381. ff; Germain to Tonyn, 5/559, pp. 53-60,
in Florida Historical Quarterly, Oct. 1943, p. 73.
In October 1770 the Carysfort went ashore on a reef south of
the present Miami, since when this has been called Carysfort
and the lighthouse there is Carysfort Light.
10. “Josiah Smith’s Diary, 1780-1781,” in South Carolina Historical and Genealogical Magazine, Jan. 1932, pp. 1-2.
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Josiah Smith, one of the paroled prisoners, kept
a diary relating chiefly to their experiences at St.
Augustine during the term from early September
1780 to late in July 1781. From this diary we have
chosen the port shipping news and the privateering
exploits off shore and farther north. Of the sixtynine vessels in and out-bound at St. Augustine, mentioned by the diarist, thirty-five voyaged to and
from Charleston. About a sixth of these took on
lumber, turpentine, or naval stores in St. Johns
river for that town. Several from there came on
military missions. For example, a schooner brought
provisions for the garrison, and the sloop Swift, delivered victuals and soap for paroled prisoners.
When the frigate Carrysfort (Carysfort) of thirtytwo guns from Charleston, and the vessels under its
convoy, were first sighted from the Look-out Tower
on March 5, 1781, a flag was shown and a whole
string of signal balls indicating a fleet to the south.
The town feared it was a Spanish armament from
Havana bent on attack. One of the convoyed shipsthe brig Dolphin- had ordnance stores and provisions for the garrison; another-a scow-was laden
with merchandise for the town; still another-the
schooner Maria - had rice, rum, and other things for
sale, and the fourth was the schooner Hero. As
Savannah had also been warned of a possible attack
by the Spaniards, Lieutenant Colonel Allured Clark
sailed from thence with a reinforcement of one hundred and fifty men and some Hessians from the
garrison. Their baggage was brought up to town
on May 1 by the schooner King of Prussia (Captain
Edward Smith). On May 25 the Cormorant man-ofwar of sixteen funs (Captain McEwers) anchored
off the bar and sent dispatches ashore. These probably refuted the rumors of an invasion from
Havana, for on June 4 the Cormorant and the King
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of Prussia, the latter with Colonel Clarke and his
detachment on board, sailed for Savannah. 11
A week later a small pilot boat arrived from that
port, after recent capture off Sunbury by two large
American whaleboats (Captains McClure and Howell). However, the pilot boat had sunk its English
mail, its crew had been paroled, and the boat restored to them out of courtesy to their two women
passengers. On the way back from Georgia with a
load of poultry and tobacco, a small sloop owned by
a few Greeks of St. Augustine had also fallen into
the hands of the two whaleboats. The Greeks and
an English companion had been paroled and their
sloop and tobacco given back to them. A third prize
taken by the whaleboats was the fine, large armed
ship Brittanic (Captain Waide). Then the whaleboats met their fate, being driven on shore by the
Cormorant and burned by their own crews. 12
In an exchange of paroled prisoners between St.
Augustine and Havana, a Florida sloop was sold in
the latter port and a number of chests of Spanish
sugar were received without protest in the former.
The events were as follows: at the end of October
1780 the sloop Hornet sailed for Cuba with twelve
Spanish captives, Commissioner Thomas Forbes,
and Interpreter Luciana d’Herreira. At Havana
she was condemned as unfit for sea and sold. In the
following January a sloop from there under a flag
of truce anchored off the bar of St. Augustine with
forty prisoners of war (soldiers and sailors),
Messrs. d’Herreira and Forbes and Captain Rose,
besides many chests of sugar and casks of rum.
Much of the sugar was taken on shore and the captain and other Spaniards roamed about town at
11. Ibid. Jan. 1932, pp. 1, 2, 8; Apr. 1932, pp. 68, 104, 108, 115,
116; July 1932, pp. 197.
12. Ibid.
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will. Captain Cross’s schooner had just come from
Savannah with flour for the garrison. She now took
on board some of the Spanish sugar and sailed for
Savannah on January 22. The schooners Dove and
Success and the sloop Swift stored on board some of
the casks of sugar, and received a few white passengers and more than a hundred negroes. She left for
Charleston on February 10. A few days later Cross’s
schooner returned to St. Augustine with more provisions and over a hundred pounds of gunpowder for
the garrison. It hoisted sail for Savannah on the
28th with a number of white and black people on
board. During April and June it made trips to and
from Georgia, twice bringing provisions for the garrison and once dry goods for a town merchant. When
it sailed north on June 15, it carried some passengers for Savannah. There was no secrecy about the
exportation of the enemy’s sugar or their free movement on shore. 13
The sloop Louisa (Captain James Taylor) arrived from Charleston on September 29, 1780, with
sailors and marines from the privateer ship Rhodes
of twenty 6-pounders (Captain Buffington) from
Salem. They were taken back there early in November by the victualer brigantine Oak Stick. In the
following January the Louisa took her course to
Mosquito Inlet and brought back a load of corn; her
next voyage was up to St. Johns river with goods
for an Indian trading store, whence she returned in
March with a load of cedar logs. Later that month
she went again to St. Johns to get lumber for
Charleston. Another round trip in May resulted in
her delivering naval stores. 14
Early in December 1780 the privateer sloop
13. Ibid. Apr. 1932, pp. 80, 95, 96, 101, 104, 112, 113; July 1932,
p. 197.
14. Ibid. Jan. 1932, pp. 83, 111.
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Trimmer of twenty men and ten carriage guns went
for a cruise off the Virginia coast. Later that month
a small sloop brought from St. Johns some men captured there on the 15th in a schooner from Charleston by the privateer brig Cutter (Captain Ashby)
from Salem. The privateer Highland Lass of eight
men and two swivel guns (Captain Slough) left on
June 2, 1781 to cruise towards the Mississippi. The
schooner-rigged galley Hammond of less than
twenty men, with two 18-pounders in her bow and
four carronades and swivels in her waist, had arrived off the bar early in the previous April with
five vessels in convoy. Entering the harbor,
she moored opposite the fort, which fired a royal
salute of twenty-one guns on June 4, the King’s
birthday. The Hammond repeated the salute and
also the gunners with their fieldpieces on the parade.
The soldiers closed the firing with three
volleys from their muskets. The two formal celebrations of the day were the state dinner given by
Governor Tonyn and the ball at night for the
ladies. 15
The privateer brigantine Bellona of seventy-odd
men and sixteen carriage guns (Captain Harrison)
from North Carolina, threw out most of her ballast
while being pursued in December 1780 off St. Augustine. Drifting on the beach of Anastasia island towards its south end, she bilged. One of her men was
drowned, and the others were made prisoners by
soldiers from the Look-out Tower. The captives
included the ship’s officers and some American and
European seamen. The Europeans were confined
in the guardhouse, while the others were sent to the
fort and then back to be kept under military control.
The sick were placed in the hospital and supplied
15. Ibid. Jan. 1932, p. 23; Apr. 1932, pp. 91, 93, 113; July 1932,
p. 197.
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with things they desired by the paroled prisoners
from Charleston, who also bought shirts, trousers
and shoes for the naked. Some of the Europeans
entered service at sea and others joined the 60th
regiment. Those still prisoners of war were Captain
Harrison, his officers, and forty-six of his seamen. 16
Only four English ships came to St. Augustine
according to diarist Smith’s record. In December
1780 the ship Hannah (Captain Humphries) from
London anchored off the bar with a cargo of dry
goods. In a few days the sloop Louisa was towed
from the swash bar to enable her to bring off some
of those goods. Some were also ferried in by Captain Alexander’s sloop. Thus lightened, the Hannah
entered port in the evening of the 22nd. Three days
after Christmas she sailed for St. Johns to take on
naval stores for London. The pilot had the misfortune to ground her on the bar at the river’s mouth
and she was totally lost. 17
The two-masted Expedition (Captain Davis) anchored off the St. Augustine bar on February 1,
1781, with a full cargo of dry goods and provisions
from England. Its appearance was that of a Dutch
fishing smack from the North Sea. It reached town
two days later, unloaded its goods, and sailed for St.
Johns in March to take on naval stores for the
mother country. In the previous January the British ship Loyalist of twenty guns (Captain Ardesoif),
formerly the privateer Oliver Cromwell of Connecticut, dropped anchor without the bar, having under
its convoy a schooner from Charleston with
provisions and rum for the garrison which soon
moved up to town. Ten days later another schooner
anchored near the Loyalist and ran up a pennant,
16. South Carolina Hist. and Geneal. Magazine, Apr. 1932, pp.
90, 91.
17. Ibid. Apr. 1932, pp. 92, 101, 116.
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suggesting that it had intelligence for its neighbor.
At any rate the Loyalist received on board the late
privateer Bellona’s officers and the forty-six remaining members of her crew. It also took under its
convoy two schooners and a sloop carrying some
white passengers and more than a hundred negroes.
The four vessels sailed for Charleston on February
10 but were obliged by the wind to stand in for shore
and anchor. No doubt they got away later under a
favorable breeze. In the fall of 1780 the scow Nancy
(Captain Hastie) left port for St. Johns to load with
naval stores and skins for Bristol or London. She
returned in January by way of Charleston with provisions for the garrison and a quantity of merchandise. She sailed away in March and after an absence
of four months again brought provisions. 18
Early on October 29, 1780 signals at the Lookout announced two vessels, one at the north and the
other at the south, but only one ship anchored off
the bar. It carried letters of marque and a cargo of
goods and provisions. It was the Governor Tonyn
of forty-five men and twenty carriage guns (Captain Wade) from Liverpool, and had a flag at each
masthead. A sloop and a schooner found the sea
smooth enough to go and bring off a part of the
cargo. That evening Captain Wade journeyed up to
town in the ship’s barge. Next morning the schooner repeated its excursion, returning with crates of
earthen ware and iron pots, firkins of butter and
cheese, and a supply of candles. On November 1 the
schooner Hero got a load of the Tonyn’s goods and
came back leaky and with part of its starboard waist
stove in from having grounded on the bar the evening before. A heavy sea and strong lee current
obliged the Tonyn to stand out and anchor south18. Ibid. Apr. 1932, pp. 102, 109, 101, 104, 105, 108.
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east of the Look-out until a favorable wind arose.
There it received a load of white oak staves and
headings delivered by a schooner from St. Johns.
On the 4th the ship anchored abreast of the bar,
crossed it at high tide, and early in the afternoon
paraded to the middle of the town’s water front.
Colors waved from the mastheads and a white flag at
the mizzen-topmast with a reputed portrait of Governor Tonyn. Having anchored, the ship began the
honors by firing seventeen guns. This was followed
by three cheers given by sailors and negroes from
shore up in the yards. The cheers were repeated by
the privateer Trimmer’s crew, and five guns were
fired by the fort. 19
A week later a grand dinner was given on board
for the governor and eighty other gentlemen, including officers of the garrison. His embarkation from
shore evoked the firing of seventeen guns by the
fort and his appearance on deck a like number by
the ship, which fired twenty guns at the end of the
repast about four o’clock. The Trimmer answered
with nine and the fort with twenty-one. The supper
at six was marked by fifteen guns on board and five
from the privateer.
The party broke up at
midnight. 20
The Hero conveyed a load of turpentine to the
Tonyn on Christmas morning, and so did Captain
Wallace’s sloop several days later. After completing its lading outside the bar, the Tonyn set sail for
Liverpool on January 5. It had spent two months
in port. A little more than the same period at sea
was to find it on March 9 in a sharp engagement
with the privateer ship Saratoga of eighteen guns
The
(Captain John Young) from Philadelphia.
news of the Tonyn’s capture was brought to St.
19. South Carolina Hist. and Geneal. Magazine, Apr. 1932, pp.
79, 80, 81, 83, 86, 87, 91, 93.
20. Ibid, op. cit.
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Augustine by the sloop Success late in March. The
prize was led into Cape Francois, in the French
West Indies, and sold for twenty-eight hundred
pounds sterling. Its cargo of turpentine brought a
very low price. The Hero sailed under a flag of
truce on April 9 to fetch back the officers and crew
of the Tonyn, but returned seventeen days later with
only its badly wounded captain and the doctor. 21
The armed ship Sandwich (Captain Davis) convoyed the schooner Earl of Lincoln and two sloops
from Charleston to St. Augustine late in November
1780. The convoyed vessels brought provisions for
the garrison, and the schooner had also six prisoners of war on board. There were twenty-six more
prisoners with their servants and baggage on board
the Sandwich, which anchored some miles down the
coast. Several days later all these were brought up
to town by the pilot boat and the ship’s barge, after
which the Sandwich sailed for Charleston. More
baggage, provisions, and servants for the prisoners
arrived on the schooner Recovery (Captain Viccari)
at the end of December. In at least one of its additional trips to Charleston it carried naval stores
from St. Johns. One of the convoyed sloops made
that journey northward early in December on a
similar mission. The sloop Recovery (Captain Seth
Dowd), not to be confused with the schooner of that
name, brought a load of corn from Mosquito inlet in
the latter part of April 1781. Curiously enough, it
entered over the bar without being observed by the
Look-out men. It sailed again for the Mosquittoes
on May 4. 22
The sloop Rose (Captain Canter) and the sloop
Cornwallis (Captain Redmond) are the only vessels
from Jamaica recorded in Smith’s Diary as having
21. Ibid.
22. Ibid. Apr. 1932, pp. 86, 87, 88, 89, 91, 93, 113, 114, 116.
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visited St. Augustine. After a little more than a
month’s stay the former sailed for St. Johns to load
with lumber and naval stores for that island. The
latter arrived along in April, went for the same kind
of cargo, and sailed for Jamaica in May. 23
Late in January 1781 the schooner East Florida
of sixty tons (Captain Dawes) landed a load of
lumber, corn, etc., at St. Johns, which the schooner
Fanny brought to St. Augustine in April. The following month the East Florida arrived in port with
a cargo of salt. The Fanny brought provisions for
the garrison early in July as well as the conclusive
order that all prisoners of war in the Southern Department would be exchanged at once. On the morning of July 7 signals at the Look-out Tower announced several vessels to the southward. They
could not be seen from town till evening on account
of showers and a strong wind. Next morning arrived the ship of war Otter of ten guns, a transport
brig with recruits for the 60th Regiment, and the
brig Nancy (Captain Watson). Lieutenant Colonel
Beamsley Glazier offered to hire the East Florida
to convey diarist Smith and his fellow-prisoners to
Philadelphia if they would pay a hundred pounds
towards the expense. They preferred to charter for
themselves the Nancy at two hundred pounds. They
embarked, sailed for the north, and landed at the
foot of Chestnut street on July 30. 24
In the previous May the prison ship Torbay and
the prison schooner Pack Horse were at St. Augustine, the former with one hundred and thirty-five
(Their
inmates and the latter with only twelve.
exchange may have been effected at Charleston).
In April Tonyn had complained that most of the
23. Ibid., pp. 112, 113, 116.
24. South Carolina Hist. and Geneal. Magazine, Apr. 1932, p. 115;
July 1932, p. 199; Oct. 1932, p. 288.
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East Florida merchantmen had been captured, and
that the province’s correspondence with New York
had been interrupted thereby. 25
From May through December numerous private
vessels and occasional fleets of British transports
arrived in port with thousands of loyalists and their
families and slaves from Savannah and Charleston.
About mid-October a vessel sailed from St. Augustine for the latter with two battalions of the 60th
Regiment. During the stormy weather of the latter
half of October the signalmen on Anastasia island
and the pilots of the harbor were of little use in
promoting the disembarkation of troops, stores, and
provisions. However, these were all ashore by November 1st, including three companies of the 37th
regiment from New York. A vessel with clothing
for the provincials stranded on the bar and several
men lost their lives in going to her aid. Of the fleet
arriving from Charleston at the end of December,
the galley Rattlesnake, two victualers, and six private vessels were lost on the bar, four lives with
these last. A number of additional provision ships
were at hand by May 19, 1783. 26
Major Deveaux’s little expedition, which sailed
from St. Augustine on April 1, was in possession of
New Providence island by the 18th. Through that
autumn and the subsequent months transports and
victualers were inbound and flotillas filled with
loyalist emigrants and their dependents outbound
for neighboring islands, for Nova Scotia, and for
Britain. 27
In March 1784 the traveler and observer Johann
25. Ibid. Oct. 1932, pp. 281, 282; Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, I, 81, 88.
26. Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, I, 106, 108, 113,
114, 116, 129, 143.
27. Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, I, 146, 152, 155,
ff.
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David Schoepf came to St. Augustine from Charleston in a schooner of twenty-five tons. He remarks
that ships were often unable to locate the town for
several days on account of the “very flat coast.”
His schooner stood off and on before the bar awaiting the pilot, for whom it had signaled. The pilot
came out in his boat "over the so-called Swash” and
guided the vessel over the bar with the help of the
incoming tide and a fresh northeast wind. Ordinarily the bar could be crossed by three channels, often
by two only. Admitting nothing but small and light
vessels, the channels were narrow and crooked and
shifted in stormy weather. Hence pilots coming out
to take in a ship must examine the passage anew
and escort her in at flood tide only. Schoepf was
told that within two days after the British surrender
of Charleston sixteen craft bearing refugees and
their effects had broken up on the bar, many perShortly before his own
sons losing their lives.
arrival a pilot of twenty years service had ventured
out to meet a ship, but being refused his customary
fee by the captain had started back, been capsized,
and gone down with four negro helpers. The penurious skipper had fared nearly as bad, lost his
stranded ship, and barely escaped with his life. 28
Schoepf went about only in the environs of St.
Augustine so as to avoid robbers and not miss a
vessel for the Bahamas. The peninsula known as
North Beach extended four or five miles north of
town, and its south point paralleled the north point
of Anastasia or Fisher’s island. Ships were often
kept from eight to fourteen days unable to pass the
bar on account of wind and weather. Our traveler
took passage on a sloop which did not leave the harbor until the 29th. Its two seamen were negroes and
28. Schoepf, Travels in the Confederation, Morrison’s Translation, Phila. 1911. pp. 224, 226, 227, 228.
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it was crammed with people, cattle, luggage, household furniture, and negro women and children to be
sold in New Providence. It anchored opposite the
“light house,” as Schoepf miscalled it, “a solid,
stone building, in the manner of an ancient Moorish
castle, with ports and battlements.” On Anastasia
island, which he visited several times, he noted that
the tower’s upper part was “merely of wood and so
decayed” that it shook with the slightest wind. A
well in the “light house” had been excavated
through the shell sandstone (coquina), affording
very good water. At many places near the beach the
shell rock had been dug out for buildings. 29
The Look-out Tower Becomes the Lighthouse.
It is evident that the wooden superstructure of
the Look-out Tower was near collapse when Schoepf
saw it in March 1784. Probably it was soon taken
down by the Spaniards (if it did not blow down)
and replaced by a twelve-sided lantern about seven
feet high, including its sloping roof and small chimney.
After Florida was ceded to the United States the
old light was taken over in 1824 as a coast light by
our government. During the years following the
sea tore out the piles and planks and the ground in
front and on the south side of the light keeper’s
house. All of that structure tumbled into the ocean
except a part of the south wall and its attached
chimney. The lantern was removed from the tower,
leaving the circular stone base. Rendered useless,
the old light house was discontinued in 1871.
29. Schoepf, op. cit., pp. 241, 244, 246, 248, 249.
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TEQUESTA
Number five of Tequesta, The Journal of the
Historical Association of Southern Florida, 1945
issue, dated January, 1946, has appeared, and as
usual contains a number of interesting articles. This
issue, as was the last one, is edited by Professor
Leonard R. Muller of the University of Miami ; in
fact, these publications are issued as bulletins of the
University.
The first article is a narrative of the life of
Henry M. Flagler before he came to Florida (1883)
by Dr. Sidney Walter Martin of the Department of
History, the University of Georgia. Professor Martin has been at work on a full-length biography of
Flagler for a year or two and this article is one
result of his larger research.
Flagler, thinks Professor Martin, had a larger
part in planning, establishing, and building the
Standard Oil Company than did John D. Rockefeller
his copartner; in fact, he quotes Rockefeller himself
as stating just that. But after 1883, when Flagler
first came to Florida and was captivated by its
possibilities, he took less and less part in the affairs
of that huge corporation as he became more and
more interested in the development of the peninsula,
and towards the end this was his sole vocation.
The next paper is “Blockade-Running in the Bahamas During the Civil War,” a paper read before
the Association by Thelma Peters of Miami, a charter member and director. This is a subject which
appeals to everyone and Mrs. Peters does not disappoint them with her fully documented narrative;
except that, of necessity, there is little about Florida’s share in the blockade-running. Most of the
large cargoes from the Bahamas were run into
Wilmington and Charleston. She says (from an
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article in Harper’s) “Between 1861 and 1865 about
400 vessels entered Nassau from Confederate ports,
156 coming from Charleston and 164 from Wilmington. During the period of the War 588 ships left
Nassau for Southern ports, though 432 of these ostensibly cleared for New Brunswick or ports in the
West Indies.”
Similar statistics for Florida are not available
nor ever will be. In the aggregate they must have
been only a fraction of the steamer cargoes to the
large ports. They came mostly in sailing vessels,
schooners or even smaller, and, instead of making
for the well-known harbors, sought some one of the
hundreds of inlets along Florida’s unlimited coastline; and whereas the arrival of a cargo was quite
evident at the ports, few knew from whence came
the merchandise of many kinds which appeared and
trickled northwards out of Florida. So Florida’s
part will never be fully told, but there is a bit in the
Swann papers in the Florida State Library, and
some of that in “Incidents of the Confederate
Blockade” by Kathryn Abbey Hanna in The Journal
of Southern History (May, 1945).
Another subject that has a never-failing appeal
to us is the Everglades, and Professor Muller reprints a journal of a canoe expedition into the
Everglades in 1842 from United States, A Quarterly
Review of Military and Naval Affairs, April 1883.
The author says this is “. . . a verbatim transcript of a penciled memorandum of events made by
me (Adm. George Henry Preble) from day to day
while on an expedition across the Everglades . . .
in 1842.” The trip was made in “dugout canoes
which formed our homes for sixty days.” The party
left Key Biscayne in February with a detachment of
sailors and marines from naval vessels to examine
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the country around Okeechobee. They found “. . .
the Indian towns deserted, camps abandoned, and
fields uncultivated, but only once did we get near
the Indians,” but then they were not seen. The
diary covers the period from February 4 to April
12.
The last article is "Three Floridian Episodes”
by John James Audubon, reprinted from The Life
of J. J. Audubon, The Naturalist, Edited by His
Widow; New York, 1879 ; chapters xix, xx, xxi. Here
are descriptions of the natural history life of Florida as seen by the great naturalist during his wanderings down the peninsula in the winter of 18311832, on foot, on horseback, and by boat- “. . .
factual in content” says Professor Muller, “and
amusing to the modern reader because of their extremely grandiloquent style.’’
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Florida Becomes a State. Introduction and
edited documents by Dorothy Dodd; foreword by
W. T. Cash. (Tallahassee : Florida Centennial Commission. 1945. Pp. xi, 481. $3.50).
When Governor Spessard L. Holland appointed
the Florida Centennial Commission in 1941, Floridians anticipated an elaborate celebration on the one
hundredth anniversary of the State’s admission into
the American Union. In the following years, it became evident that the war would prevent the realization of this hoped-for commemoration ; but not
content to allow the anniversary to pass unnoticed,
the Commission accepted the suggestion of the State
Library Board and approved the use of Centennial
funds to underwrite the publication of a historical
account of the steps by which Florida entered the
Union. Florida Becomes a State is the result. Although it does not take the place of a spectacular
pageant, this attractive volume is fundamentally a
more appropriate and enduring form of commemoration of an important historic event. The members
of the Florida Centennial Commission and the State
Library Board, under whose direction the volume
was prepared, have been instrumental in making a
real contribution to Florida bibliography.
Florida Becomes a State will have a limited popular appeal, for more than three-fourths of the volume is composed of fifty-seven documents which
trace the steps to statehood. Beginning with the
treaty of 1819, these documents include messages of
the Territorial governors, resolutions, bills, acts,
petitions, memorials, election returns, census reports and proclamations, and end with the Act of
July 25, 1845, by which the State of Florida legally
accepted her responsibilities in the Union. Consider-
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ably more than one-half of the documentary section
of the volume is devoted to the Journal of the St.
Joseph Convention and the Constitution which was
the work of that Convention. The reprinting of this
Journal, of which only a few copies are extant,
would of itself justify publication of this volume.
The Journal is reproduced in its entirety, and this
is also true of all but a few of the other fifty-six
documents. Those who prefer to have the complete
record, rather than an editor’s selected extracts,
will not only appreciate this full reproduction, but
also the careful copying of the originals, for Dr.
Dodd went to the manuscript sources for the Territorial and State documents. This faithful reproduction together with careful proofreading results in an
accurate documentary section which will be of particular use to the student.
Dr. Dodd’s introduction is a narrative rather
than an explanatory preface to the documents which
follow. Under the title “Movement for Statehood”,
she traces the political action from the early agitation for statehood and the St. Joseph Convention to
the struggle between the friends and foes of admission and the final creation of the State of Florida.
The narrative is more inclusive than the documents,
for much additional material is introduced to complete the story. The editor, however, does not bring
in unnecessary extraneous material or attempt to
write a history of Territorial Florida. In clear and
concise language she traces the political account of
the movement for statehood: every historical event
necessary to a complete explanation is included.
The careful documentation of the introduction indicates an extensive study of the original sources. Dr.
Dodd has in fact done her work so well that the
documents are exhausted in so far as the political
story of the statehood movement is concerned.
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In a foreword to the documents and Dr. Dodd’s
introduction, W. T. Cash, the dean of Florida historians, describes the social conditions of 1845.
Although Mr. Cash bases some of his descriptions
on recollections of his own boyhood and young manhood just before the dawn of the twentieth century,
he is eminently successful in throwing light on a
little known aspect of Florida history. His accounts
of the houses, with their shrub decked and flowered
yards; of religion, with its emphasis on evangelicalism ; of education and literature, with all their
frontier limitations ; of amusements, dress, customs,
superstitions, and general folklore, with their close
association to nature-all are interesting reading.
While this foreword has little connection with the
theme of the documents, it gives the volume a popular appeal and makes it more than a historian's
history.
Most reviewers point to certain defects in a
volume under consideration, and the present one is
no exception to the general rule. In his opinion one
minor addition and a few changes would have enhanced the value of the book. A list of the fiftyseven documents should have been included in the
table of contents, or some ready means provided by
which the reader could quickly find a desired document.
Although conscious of the modern trend
toward placing notes in the back of a volume, the
reviewer feels that, because of the nature of this
book, the notes should be at the bottom of each page.
A brief explanation of each document and an identification of the more important men would be of aid
to the reader. Such criticisms are minor and in no
way negate the fact that Dr. Dodd and Mr. Cash
have made a most valuable contribution in this volume. The worth of the book is further enhanced by
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the inclusion of thirteen illustrations, a map of
Florida in 1845, and a satisfactory index.
In one hundred years of statehood, Florida Becomes a State is the first attempt on the part of the
State to support the collection and publication of
her early records. It is sincerely hoped that a
planned program of State supported publications,
which would help Florida to secure her rightful
place in the annals of American history, might be
the outgrowth of this beginning.
R EMBERT

W.

P ATRICK

The University of Florida

John Stuart and the Southern Colonial Frontier.
By John Richard Alden. University of Michigan
Publications in History and Political Science, Vol.
XV. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.
1944. (xii, 384 p. $4.00.)
This is a scholarly work, based on a comprehensive list of contemporary and later sources and
selected maps. The text is divided into parts, the
first filling one third of the book and relating to the
Southern frontier during the Seven Years’ War.
Part II deals with the “Imperial Management of
Indian Relations under John Stuart, 1763-75,” six
of its eleven chapters relating to Florida matters.
For the first time Professor Alden tells of the
Scottish Highland connections of Stuart, his schooling in Inverness and London, and his youthful
adventures in business. On his first voyage to South
Carolina, in the spring of 1748, he brought a supply
of goods. Returning to England promptly, he married, gathered another cargo of commodities, and
arrived back in April, 1751, with his wife and infant
He became prominent in Charleston,
daughter.
holding local offices and a seat in the house of as-
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sembly and serving as captain in the South Carolina
provincials. In the fall of 1759 he supplied provisions and a reinforcement to Fort Loudoun against
the Cherokees, freed the garrison by a capitulation,
under which the Indians received the arms, powder,
and ball. In an affray that followed Stuart rescued
most of the soldiers and by a chief’s help escaped
and got back to Charleston.
This notable record so impressed Governor
Boone of South Carolina that he urged Stuart for
Superintendent of Indians in the Southern Department. He was appointed in January 1762 and served
until March 21, 1779, when he died at Pensacola
after a prolonged sickness.
The Indian situation was complicated by the
transfer of the Floridas to the English in 1763 and
by the plans of the Charleston and Savannah merchants to trade with the red men of the Mobile and
Pensacola regions. General Gage approved of
Stuart’s having his own agents at the Florida posts
to keep him informed and to execute his policies, distrusting the military officers as managers of Indian
affairs. Gage wrote the Superintendent to visit the
coast forts, leave supplies of Indian presents, and
instruct the officers how to handle the Indians and
keep them peaceful until plans were completed in
London for the management of their affairs.
The series of Stuart’s conferences with different groups of Indians is chronicled: with Cowkeeper
and the Seminoles, in July 1764; with leaders of the
five Creek towns north of Fort Appalachie, in the
following September; his congress, in the spring of
1765, to cement good relations between the Chickasaws and the English and to fix the boundary
between the Choctaws and West Florida; and his
conference with the Creeks at Pensacola in May
1765. Two congresses were also held in East Flori-
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da, Governor Grant taking part, both at Fort Picolata. At the first, in November 1765, the line was
laid down between the province and the Creeks,
while at the second, two years later, the Indians
made complaints of encroachments upon their
highly valued hunting grounds.
The Board of Trade’s “Plan for the Future
Management of Indian Affairs” reached Stuart in
November 1764. He at once drew up specific regulations relating to the conduct of both Indians and
traders, which were found to be not enforceable.
From 1764 quarrels had been fomented among the
Indians to keep them from attacking West Florida.
The tension between the English there and the Upper Creeks had reached a climax in 1766, and during
the same period hostilities had existed between those
Indians and the Choctaws.
In the winter of 1766-67 Stuart framed new trade
regulations, but abandoned them in the fall of 1768
and discharged all his commissaries. He ended the
strife between the Choctaws and the Upper Creeks
so as to get the support of both in the Revolution.
In East Florida he and other officials cut off the
Creek trade, and Governor Tonyn seized a shipload
of ammunition intended for them.
In January 1771 the boundary between the Choctaws and West Florida was surveyed. That fall a
congress was held with the Upper Creeks at Pensacola. In January 1772 there were discussions with
both the Choctaws and the Chickasaws, but from
1768 until Galvez captured West Florida the troublemakers among the Southern tribes were the
Spaniards.
Three pages of the book are largely occupied by
clear, pertinent maps, and there is a much larger
one in the pocket at the end of the book. The volume
is equipped with appendixes, a bibliography, and an
index.
W ILBUR H. S IEBERT
Ohio State University
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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY HELD AT THE SOCIETY’S LIBRARY
IN ST. AUGUSTINE ON MAY 10, 1946.

President Karl A. Bickel of Sarasota called the
meeting to order at 11:00 a. m.
Dr. Carita Doggett Corse of Jacksonville
moved that the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting be dispensed with ;
Mrs. Ruby Leach Carson of Miami seconded; the motion passed.
The report of Mrs. M. A. Johnson of St. Augustine, Acting Librarian, was read and accepted.
The Treasurer’s report, read by Mr. Albert
Manucy of St. Augustine, was read and accepted.
The President pointed out that a preliminary
report by the Long Range Planning Committee, of
which Dr. Mark Boyd of Tallahassee is chairman,
appeared in the current issue of the Quarterly.
Mr. Bickel then made an informal report on the
discharge of his duties as President during the past
year. He pointed out certain obligations of the
Society as a social influence in the state; he stressed
the potentialities of the Society in state-wide and
local movements for historical conservation, especially for the collection and preservation of source
records. In addition to its responsibility in the field
of research, the Society should have the primary
aim of making all Floridians conscious of their State
history.
Mr. Bickel said that much of the Society’s future
work may be based upon the recommendations forthcoming from Dr. Boyd’s Planning Committee, which
is engaged in a reappraisal of the Society’s plans
and its physical and financial needs.
To a degree, therefore, membership drives may
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be held in abeyance until the Committee submits
recommendations for necessary reclassification of
memberships. The President further said, however,
that the Society could progress by fostering organization of county and other local historical societies.
There should be numerous local organizations associated with the Florida Historical Society, which
could be called to the support of the Society when
such support was needed.
By way of illustration, Mr. Bickel reported on
the organization of the Manatee county group of
the Society, and cited this achievement as an example of what may be done elsewhere.
As in the case of memberships, Mr. Bickel said,
the question of a permanent home for the Society
must await recommendations of the Planning Committee, since a home project involves financing
beyond the Society’s present means.
Reporting on the work of the Marker Committee,
Mr. Bickel reviewed his recent conferences with
Governor Millard Caldwell, Director Lewis G.
Scoggin of the Florida Park Service, and other State
officials. Steps are under way to appoint a state
archeologist who will, as one of his major duties,
select sites to be marked. The Florida Park Service
had already submitted tentative designs for suitable
historic site markers, and done other pertinent work
with the State Road Department. Early results in
these matters are expected.
Mention was made of Mr. Watt Marchman’s return from overseas Army duty. Prior to his military service, Mr. Marchman had long and ably
served the Society as Corresponding Secretary and
Librarian. Mr. Bickel said that in order to retain
Mr. Marchman’s services for the Society again, it
would be necessary to offer him a substantial in-
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crease in salary. Dr. Boyd’s committee has the
matter under consideration.
The President then called for new business. Dr.
Webster Merritt of Jacksonville rose to mention the
faithful service rendered by Acting Corresponding
Secretary and Librarian Johnson during Mr.
Marchman’s absence.
Dr. Merritt moved that Mrs. Johnson’s
salary be increased from $1200 to $1500 per
annum, retroactive as of March 1, 1946. Dr.
Corse seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Dr. Corse suggested that members of the Society
acquaint the Coordinator of the Florida State budget with the nature of the service rendered by the
Society to the State Library Board ; the President
requested the Tallahassee members in particular to
talk with the Coordinator.
The President read a letter from Mrs. J. D.
McFadden of Alachua, asking the Society to pass a
resolution urging the State to preserve, mark and
otherwise reestablish certain portions of the historic
Bellamy Road from St. Augustine to Pensacola.
Dr. Corse moved that the letter be referred
to the incoming Board of Directors for action. Mrs. F. W. Kirtland of Jacksonville
seconded. The motion passed.
Miss Daisy Parker of Tallahassee read the following report of the Nominating Committee:
NOMINATIONS
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 1946

Slate of Officers
President : Dr. Mark F. Boyd, Tallahassee
First Vice-President: Col. John B. Stetson, Jr.,
U.S.M.C.
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Second Vice-President: Dr. Webster Merritt, Jacksonville
Recording Secretary and Treasurer : Mr. Albert
Manucy, St. Augustine
Acting Corresponding Secretary and Librarian :
Mrs. M. A. Johnson, St. Augustine
Directors-at-Large : Senator Charles O. Andrews,
Orlando ; Dr. Rembert W. Patrick, Gainesville
Directors :
First Congressional District: Dr. E. R. Nance,
Tampa
Third Congressional District: Mr. T. T. Wentworth, Jr., Pensacola
Fourth Congressional District: Mrs. Marjory
Stoneman Douglas, Coconut Grove
Fifth Congressional District: Mr. W. J. Winter,
St. Augustine
Nominations Committee for 1947
Richard P. Daniel, Jacksonville, Chairman
Mrs. Alton B. Whitman, Orlando
Miss Cornelia Leffler, Miami
T. Ralph Robinson, Terra Ceia
Kenneth MacGowan, Quincy
Mr. Manucy moved the acceptance of the
report and that the Secretary cast the ballot. The motion was seconded, passed
unanimously, and the nominees were declared duly elected.
Dr. Merritt reported that in line with suggestions
made by Dr. Boyd’s Committee, the matter of
closer cooperation between the Jacksonville Historical Society and the Florida Historical Society was
discussed in a recent meeting of the Jacksonville
Society, which recommended that both work closely
together, but with no immediate modification in
official relationships.
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Mrs. E. W. Lawson of St. Augustine moved
that the President be voted thanks for the
work done for the Society during his term
of office. Dr. Merritt took the chair. The
motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Miss Sally Akin of St. Augustine mentioned the
successful work done by librarians among Chicago
school children, by enlisting their aid in the collection and preservation of historical materials, and
suggested that similar work among children might
be productive in Florida. Mr. Gordon Reeves of
Jacksonville suggested a junior branch of the
Society-young members who could “grow up” in
the Society. He thought that the work might start
by chartering school groups. The suggestion was
enthusiastically received. Mrs. Lawson cited the
productive work done among school children by the
St. Augustine Historical Society; Mrs. Carson reported a definite field for junior historical work in
Dade County schools.
Mrs. Carson moved that Mr. Reeves be
appointed a committee, of one to report to
Dr. Boyd’s Planning Committee on plans
for juvenile participation in the work of
the Society. Dr. Corse seconded, and the
motion passed.
Mr. Manucy invited the members interested in
juvenile programs to attend the Saturday morning
meetings of the Castillo Club, a juvenile historical
society sponsored by the staff of Castillo de San
Marcos National Monument. He gave a brief review of the original historical playlets written and
produced by this group of 6-to 13-year-olds as one
evidence of their interest in local history.
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Dr. Merritt moved adjournment. It was
seconded and passed.
Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT C. MANUCY
Recording Secretary

Approved: K ARL A. B ICKEL
President

REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN

The most outstanding event of the year was the
joint meeting in December of the Florida Academy
of Sciences and the Florida Historical Society.
Many persons prominent in the field of history and
education attended this first, and successful, meeting of the two organizations. At this time we were
fortunate in having the Library of Congress Florida
Centennial exhibit on display.
Another event of wide interest was the exhibit of
the Randolph Caldecott collection on March 22, the
anniversary of the noted illustrator’s birth. Local
interest in this rare and valuable collection is mainly
due to the fact that Caldecott’s death occurred in St.
Augustine (in 1886) and burial was in the Evergreen Cemetery here.
Numerous requests for historical data have come
from distant States and during this year we have
had an unusual number from various sections of
Florida. We have also had a number of letters from
men in the service; the most recent ones from Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri ; Chanute Field, Illinois ;
Fort Benning, Georgia, and the Key West Submarine Base. From far away Sydney, Australia,
came a letter seeking information with a view of
organizing a historical society. The writer of the
letter asked for details on the objects of this Society,
methods of carrying on its work, meetings, publications, etc. Also from a long distance, Honolulu, we
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received an application for membership in the
Society. A back file of our Quarterly was purchased
by this interested new member, formerly of Miami,
but a resident of Hawaii for a number of years.
Within the last few days we have an inquiry regarding the Quarterly, from Loughall, County
Armagh, Ireland.
The many accessions to the library during the
past year have been noted and described in the
Quarterly. One of the most outstanding is the Centennial Scrapbook, compiled by Dr. Mark F. Boyd.
Since the last issue of the Quarterly we have received a number of important biographies, letters
and documents. Among these are United States
government documents of 1825 and 1832 on the
cross-state canal; Seminole War letters, abstracts,
and a photograph of General William Harney. For
the above we are grateful to Dr. Edward F. Corson
and Mr. Seymour Green, both of Pennsylvania, and
to Dr. A. J. Hanna.
Mr. Paul Hardaway, of Pawtucket, Rhode Island,
has again shown his interest by contributing a number of Florida articles from various publications,
and a copy of ‘‘Tallahassee Girl’’published in 1888.
Included in this collection is a print of Osceola’s
wife and child, published in the Illustrated London
News, Jan. 29, 1848.
Mr. E. H. Reynolds of St. Augustine has presented a photograph of his brother, Mr. Charles
Bingham Reynolds.
Material on the Tamiami Trail was lent to a
student of Carson Newman College for use in a
story of famous trails of the United States. Included in the numerous requests from young school
students for Florida history was one from Minnesota asking about Tallahassee. Another inquired
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about certain Florida governors, and where they
were buried.
Seekers of information certainly cover a very
wide and varied field.
Total membership March 1, 1946
Paid members
Honorary member
Life members
Exchanges

806

732
1
4
69

New members, March 1, 1945 to March 1, 1946
Increase over year March 1944-March 1945
Cancelled by death during year

93
44
12

Respectfully submitted,
(M R S . ) M . A . J O H N S O N
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
March 1, 1946
GENERAL FUND

Balance, March 1, 1945
Receipts :
Dues from members
Quarterlies sold
Accommodations

$ 706.51
$1542.74
36.10
22.90 1601.74 $2308.25
__________

Expenditures:

Salary
Accommodations
Expenses,
Expenses, Centennial

219.17
127.17

Balance, March 1, 1946
STATE OF FLORIDA FUND:

Balance March 1, 1945
Receipts

1200.00
22.90
346.34

__________

1569.24
739.01
1813.63
1800.00
3613.63

Expenditures :

Florida Historical Quarterly
Rent
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1728.08
1885.55

Balance March 1, 1946

111
3613.63

OTHER FUNDS:

Robertson Memorial Fund Balance March 1, 1945 (no change) 4.00
Life Membership,
300.00
Balance March 1, 1945
100.00
Receipts
400.00

Balance March 1, 1946
Archaeology Fund,
Balance March 1, 1945
Receipts

25.78
24.00
49.78
25.00

Balance March 1, 1946
Building Fund Balance March 1, 1945
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT

Balance, March 1, 1945
Total receipts

2874.92
3525.74

Total expenditures

6400.66
3297.32

Balance, March 1, 1946

$3103.34
Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT C. MANUCY,
Treasurer

NEW MEMBERS
Carroll Teeter, Winter Haven
W. M. Tallant, 803 4th Ave., Bradenton
Mrs. Nina S. Washburn, 1518 1st. Ave., Bradenton
Florence Rice deLeslie, St. Augustine
Montague Tallant, 803 4th Ave., Bradenton
T. R. Hodges, Cedar Key
Rev. R. T. Rastatter, 430 Crystal Str., Jacksonville
William L’E. Barnett, Tangerine
Luke Warren, Box 19, Oakland Park
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

DECEASED
Thomas Barbour, Cambridge, Mass.
F. Coit Johnson,. New York
Henry Disston, Philadelphia
George McRory, Marianna
A CCESSIONS

TO THE

L IBRARY

Stagecoach poster. Pilatka to Tampa, 1855. Gift
of W. A. Pratt.
Medical Events in the History of Key West, by
Albert W. Diddle. Gift of the author.
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Gift of the University of Santo Domingo:
Doctrina Cristiana, Pedro de Cordoba
Annual of the University of Santa Domingo
La Biblioteca Erasmista de Diego Mendez
Anales, Centennial of the Dominican Republic
1844-1944
The Land Columbus Loved
Gift of A. J. Hanna:
Biographical notes on General William Bailey,
Cosam Emir Bartlett, Hector Braden, Benjamin
Chaires, Joseph Beverly Browne
Canal Across Florida, U. S. gov. doc. 185, 1832
Memorial of James Gadsden and E. R. Gibson,
Florida Canal, 1826
Shores, V. L., Canal Projects of Territorial
Florida, MS.
Fortifying St. Augustine, Antonio Arredondo
Fort Matanzas, views
David Shelby Walker by R. S. Cotterill
Gift of Florida State Library Board:
Birds of Florida, compiled by Writers’ Program
Doak S. Campbell, The Florida Baptist Association
Dorothy Dodd, Great Seal of the State of
Florida
Florida Becomes a State
Gift of Seymore L. Green, through
Emily L. Wilson:
Letter, Gen. Morris S. Miller. Fort King 1836
(war vessels on the coast)
Gift of Edward F. Corson:
Letter, Randolph Ridgley, Fort Peyton, 1840
(Indian news)
Letter, Lt. W. A. Brown, Fort Brown, Fla. 1840
(sutler's supplies)
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Letter, R. Poole, Steamboat Wm. Gaston, Fort
Pierce, 1839
Letter, . . . . . . Saunders, Key Biscayne, 1841 (Indians brought into Tampa)
Accounts, 1840, Fort Russell, Fort Dallas
Portrait of Gen. Wm. Harney
Gift of Paul A. Hardaway:
Maurice Thompson, A Tallahassee Girl; Song
of the Mocking Bird
Views, Enterprise, Jacksonville, St. Augustine
Advertisements : Phosphate Districts of Florida
1891; Land of Bellview, 1886; Avon Park, 1893
Edison home and laboratory at Fort Myers 1887
Map of St. Petersburg 1888
Scientific American, Sept. 1894, Prehistoric remains, mounds on Matanzas river
Scientific American, Key West and the Tobacco
Industry, 1899
Illustrated London News, 1848, Wife and child of
Osceola. 1891 Chas. H. Coe, Poisonous Snakes of
Florida.
Semi-Tropical Magazine, Dec. 1876, How We
Lived, 1861-1865
American Agriculturist 1889 : Florida Land
Schemes, Coconut Growing in Florida, The Tropical
Papaw
Portrait of Charles B. Reynolds, gift of E. H.
Reynolds
E STABLISHING L OCAL S OCIETIES

In our last issue mention was made of the activities in the Manatee region, where our members and
more than forty others (who have since joined with
us in the Florida Historical Society) have formed
a group who will work together as the Manatee
County Historical Society.
There are other districts in Florida with an equal
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historical background of one hundred or more years.
In only a very few of these have the history-conscious come together to bring their early history to
light, to record it so it will not be lost forever, and
to tell their present day neighbors about what has
happened right there.
With the thought that other towns and districts
might wish to know what has been done in the Manatee section, and something of what is planned there,
Miss Eva M. Gates and Mrs. Lillie B. McDuffee
were asked to tell us. For many years both have
been keeping local history alive. Miss Gates, a
granddaughter of the first settler in the region
(1841) is chairman of the Judah P. Benjamin Memorial Commission, and has written “Florida’s
Confederate Shrine” which is the old Gamble mansion near Bradenton. The Quarterly has often told
of and referred to Mrs. McDuffee’s “Lures of
Manatee.”
Replying to our request Miss Gates writes, “Of
course there must be some historical setting to work
on, and this section is rich there. . . . There were
many Indian mounds along the River. All of these
have been destroyed except a large one on Snead’s
Island. This has been purchased by Mr. Karl A.
Bickel, who, I believe, intends to preserve it. For
some years Mr. Montague Tallant has been collecting artifacts from the Indian mounds of Florida. . . .
Last fall a group of Bradenton citizens became interested in purchasing Mr. Tallant’s collection and
establishing a museum of these and other historical
From this beginning interest spread,
objects.
though slowly until Mr. Bickel, then president of the
Florida Historical Society, with a keen desire to
preserve and mark spots that were being forgotten,
aroused a like interest in Mr. Walter Hardin ; and
the result just had to be a definite organization.
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“On January 17, last, Mr. Hardin called a meeting of those interested to hear a talk from Mr.
Bickel about the early history of this Manatee section-of the peoples and people who have passed
this way, many leaving their imprints in some fashion. Those present were asked to join the Manatee
County Historical Society and the Florida Historical Society, and almost all of them responded. Later
others wanted to be charter members, and so the
number grew.
“It is necessary to interest people in their own
locality and have a local society in order to arouse
interest in the State organization. Most sections of
Florida are rich in historical lore, and it only needs
some one or two persons historically-minded, to
bring these stories before the public. This of course
can best be done by the formation of both local and
State societies.
“Later the museum committee met and voted to
raise the necessary funds to purchase and maintain
the Tallant collection and for the preparation of a
room in the Municipal Pier for its housing. While
this museum project is not a part of the Historical
Society, those interested in it are members of the
Society.”

Published by STARS, 1946

125

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 25 [1946], Iss. 1, Art. 1
116

THE F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY
C ONTRIBUTORS

TO

THIS

NUMBER

Kenneth Wiggins Porter is Assistant Professor
of History at Vassar College. He has contributed
several articles to this QUARTERLY and to other historical periodicals. He is now writing a biography
of the Seminole-Negro John Cavallo or John Horse,
better known as Gopher John and would be glad to
hear of any little-known facts relating to him.
Albert C. Manucy, secretary and treasurer of the
Florida Historical Society, is Historical Technician
for the southern national monuments of the National Park Service. He is one of our regular
contributors.
Wilbur H. Siebert, Professor in History, Emeritus, Ohio State University, is the author of “Loyalists in East Florida, 1774 to 1785” and numerous
other historical works. He had contributed several
articles to this QUARTERLY.
T. Frederick Davis, historian of Jacksonville, has
contributed much to this QUARTERLY, including our
special number on Ponce de Leon.
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FROM THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE PENSACOLA
Floridian AUGUST 18, 1821 (LIBRARY OF
C ONGRESS )
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